.THE PLACE OF MISSIONS,
OR WHERE IS THE GREAT
COMMISSION TO BE DONE?

Before examining the “Where” of the Great
Commission, a definition is in order. To understand the
Great Commission as given in Matthew 28 we need to
have a Biblical definition to the word “nation” as used
by our Lord. The Greek word for nation is ethnos, which
signifies a group with a specific language. So basical-
ly, Jesus was saying to go to every language/dialect in
the world with the gospel as opposed to going to every
geo-political country in the world. Students of missions
consider a group to be a nation in the Bible sense (or
as we call them a people group) when there are a large
number of individuals who have a close relationship
with one another because of common origin, race, eth-
nicity, culture, linguistic background, religion, occupa-
tion, etc. We might say it is a nation or people group
when information can travel unhindered because of the
absence of cultural and linguistic barriers. lllustration:
There are 6.7 billion individuals on earth and they
make up the 24,000 people groups/nations which in
turn make up the 236 countries! in our world.

Matthew’s account of Jesus’ Great Commission is
the first of the five given by our Lord between His
Resurrection and Ascension. Though He expands on
our geographical responsibility in other places (Mark
16, Luke 24 and Acts 1:16), my goal in this message
is to stay with Matthew’s version of the Commission. |
am sure you would agree we should not overlook the
other geographical obligations created for us by our
Lord—places like the Jerusalem’s, Judaea’s, and
Samaria’s of our world. The same Jesus who assigned
us those areas of responsibility also gave us “nations”
as part of our responsibility in Matthew 28. Our model
missionary, Paul, made the nations/people groups (the
uttermost) a large, but not the only, priority in ministry.
Note Romans 15:20-21 “Yea, so have | strived to
preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest |
should build upon another man’s foundation: But as it
Is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall
see: and they that have not heard shall understand.” In
addition note Il Corinthians 10:16 “To preach the
gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in
another man’s line of things made ready to our hand.”
It seems to me the world is the goal and the unreached
nation is the strategy.
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Most churches have a place in their mission’s effort
for all other places mentioned by Jesus except the
unreached nations (people groups). Though we want
to deny this fact, it is easily proven. Simply check our
funds allocation. Most churches give an average of .2
of 1% of their mission’s dollar to evangelize the
unreached while giving 99.8 % to reach the reached.
On the other hand, check the deployment of our mis-
sion personnel and we will discover it is embarrass-
ingly out of balance. To prove this point, just visit the
average church missionary display area and you will
notice we are sending most of our missionaries where
missionaries already are. Paul called this boasting in
another man’s line of things made ready to our hand.
It is not wrong to send missionaries to already estab-
lished fields, but it is not enough, nor is it fulfilling His
Command, and it’s certainly not following the Pauline
pattern (see Romans 15:20-21, Il Cor. 10:13). The
third piece of evidence against us in showing our neg-
lect of the nations (people groups) is we do not hear
much praying being done on behalf of the part of our
world still unreached. (The truth is that we do not hear
enough prayer for any of our mission projects.)

Jesus said to go to the nations (diverse language/
dialect areas), and Paul put a great emphasis in his
ministry on the nations places that had not seen nor
heard the gospel. He traveled to about 100 cities in
Acts and described his ministry approach to missions
in Romans 15:20,21 and Il Corinthians 10:9-15. Can
we claim to be a New Testament church and not do
what Jesus said and what Paul modeled in his Great
Commission effort? The question should not be to
which foreign country are you going, but to what peo-
ple group, nation, or ethno-linguistic group? We can
become bogged down in semantics and theological
technicalities debating over definitions and the ety-
mology of words, but | think even your interpretation of
Jesus’ assignment in Matthew 28 is for us to go into the
unreached Gentile world where there is no gospel,
Bible or church. Should not we let His command and
Paul’s example play a large part in the ministry
approach of our missionary effort? With the command
of Christ and the example of Paul, shouldn’t you and
your church add “the unreached nations” to the places
you are trying to penetrate with the glorious gospel of
Jesus Christ and let that be reflected in our praying,
personnel deployment and funds allocations?




It is estimated of the 24,000 people groups in the
world, only 6000 are still unreached (without a self-
governing, self-propagating and self-sustaining
church). Added to that, we have 12,000 fundamental
independent Baptist churches in North America alone,
which means we have twice as many churches in our
country as there are unreached people groups in the
world. Could each local church partner with a sister
church and those two labor together to benefit one
unreached people group? Finally let’s look at the pro-
gram.

III.THE PROGRAM OF MISSIONS, OR
WHAT TO DO WHEN WE GO?

This is a much disputed area in world evangelism.
We may or may not be sending personnel to the
unreached but we would pretty much agree that we
should. What is to be done when we get there has
always been hotly contested and much disputed
because it revolves around the use of or non-use of
nationals and to what degree do we involve them. The
question arises, “What are we to teach them?”
Obviously, we are to teach them the doctrines
of Christ: “Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever | have commanded you...” (Matt. 28:20).
Was not world evangelism, a large part of what our
Lord taught the apostles? So what should we teach the
nations about reaching the still unreached?

Why should we think they could not fill a mean-
ingful place in the Great Commission? They are saved
as we are; they have the same Bible we have; they
have gifts bestowed upon them by the Holy Spirit as
we do; they can claim the promises of Scripture like we
can; they also have responsibility to be obedient to the
Father and His Son as we do. They can have the
power of the Holy Spirit which is for worldwide wit-
nessing as we can (Acts 1:8; 10:47). They are part of
His church to which the Great Commission was given
as we are. Don’t we rob ourselves of a mighty work
force by side-lining them after they make the team?

| think enough has been said to answer our ques-
tion: "What should we do when we get there?” The
answer: Disciple them into positions of leadership in
their local church with a future goal of them taking their
place in world evangelism, trusting them to God. (I
believe the core of the Great Commission is disciple-
ship, another sermon for another time.) We need to see
their churches as sources of funds, personnel, and

prayer. | believe we have been sold a useless bridge
when we were told, and believed, that the national
cannot be trusted. Who is it we are not trusting, them
or the Spirit of God in them? This may be too simplis-
tic. We could agree that bringing the national into the
worldwide harvest needs much discussion, and more
refinement than | can give it here. Nevertheless we do
need a mindset that allows, nay requires, them to stop
being receptor churches and have a goal for them to
become indigenous local churches, sending missionar-
ies supported by their culture and having a biblical
worldview with all of the privileges and responsibilities
of a sending church. In my opinion, not including the
national in the Great Commission is the highest form of
racism. Are we not saying that the national does not
have the mentality, character and abilities to be devel-
oped to a level where they can be trusted with it? Are
we robbing them of maturity into the stature of Christ?
Will not this cause them the loss of rewards at the
Judgment Seat of Christ because they will not have fruit
from the world harvest to lay at His feet?

In summary, Who should go? Every member, either
personally or vicariously should go. Where should we
go? Into all the world, which includes the nations or un-
reached peoples which make up half of our world.
What should we do when we get there? Disciple them
into ascending levels of maturity with an eye on their
responsibility to the Great Commission involvement,
privilege and responsibility. [

1 A country is used here as a nation with physical boundaries,
roads, tax system, government, military, etc.

Dr. Mike Norris is the pastor of Franklin Road Baptist
Church which has grown under his leadership to an average
attendance of 1500. He serves as Vice President of the
Tennessee Association of Christian Schools and is on the
Cooperative Board of the Sword of the Lord. The church is
presently in a $3 million building expansion program.
FirstBible International is now a ministry of Franklin Road
Baptist Church.
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The Mongolia Project on DVD
A 30 minute documentary

uring a 2005 trip to Mongolia, plans were laid

for the ministry of FirstBible International of

Mongolia. These plans would include a printing

ministry, a Mongolian translation of the

Scriptures and a Bible Institute. God providen-
tially brought into our path some good men with whom
to work and see these goals accomplished.

On Monday, November 6, 2006, Dr. Charles Keen,
Ken Fielder, William Jeffcoat, Eric Lee and Jason Prisk
boarded an Aeroflot Airline bound for the capitol city of
UlanBaatar, Mongolia. After nearly eighteen hours flying
time and several more hours of layovers, we arrived at
approximately 6:00 a.m. on Wednesday morning.

The goal of this trip was three-fold. First, to dedicate
the printing press. Second, to solidify the establishment
of a translation committee for the Mongolian Scriptures.
Third, to establish the Bible Institute.

The Printing Ministry

In the spring of 2006, two 40’ containers were
shipped to UlanBaatar loaded with over $100,000.00
worth of equipment — all that was necessary to set up a
fully functional printing operation. This ministry has the
support of the Prime Minister of Mongolia who was eager
to see a Bible printing operation established in his country.

God provided a building to house the equipment
through Missionary Mitch Tillman. With the help of Jeff
Kruchkow and others, the press was set up and brought
to operational status.

On Tuesday, November 14, it was our privilege to
hold a dedication service for the print shop. Among sev-
eral others who attended was Bro. Mickey Cofer who is
the Director of FirstBible International of Mongolia and
will oversee this ministry. Jeff Kruchkow plans to return in
June for a six month stay with the purpose of training
some Mongolian men to operate the press. Mitch Tillman
will oversee the daily operation of the shop.

We look forward to printing Mongolian Scriptures.
We also desire to take advantage of the strategic location
of Mongolia. Nestled between Russia, the Central Asian
Republic and China, it will provide a shipping center for
distributing Scriptures to these areas of great darkness.

Continued funding will be needed for the daily oper-
ational costs, shipping and paper supply. If you are inter-
ested in helping with this need, please notify the
FirstBible office.

The Mongolian Translation

God has allowed us to partner with some men who
also desire to give the Mongolians a reliable and accu-
rate translation of the Scriptures. Jason Muller agreed to
be the Translation Committee Chairman. Serving with
him on the committee are American missionaries
Matthew Patenaude, Roland Gay and Jeff Dean.
Tomorkhyag, a Mongolian man is also assisting.

The Gospel of John has been translated and is in the
editing stages. Upon its completion, our immediate goal
is to print the Gospel of John for every family unit in
Mongolia (about 500,000).

The Bible Institute

One of the major platforms of FirstBible is the train-
ing of nationals. The Lord has worked through Martin
White to establish two successful churches in UlanBaatar
which are now under national leadership. Bro. White
will now devote much of his time to the establishing of a
Bible Institute for the training of nationals who will reach
their own people as well as be sent out to the neighbor-
ing countries. The five “stan” countries of the Central
Asian Republic are in desperate need of the gospel.
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan have almost no missionary presence.

Hovsgol Baptist Church

In the region of Khatgal, the village of Hovsgol is
located at the southern tip of a lake that is eighty miles in
length. The northern end of the lake lies just short of the
Russian border. Mickey Cofer labored among these peo-
ple for three years, starting in Genesis and teaching all the
way to Revelation in order to make God known to many
who had never heard His name. It was our privilege to offi-
cially charter Hovsgol Baptist Church. There were more
than sixty people packed into a small ger (round tent) for
the service. More than thirty of them had accepted Jesus
Christ and they were officially organized into a church.
They have now rented a building inside the village and on
the Sunday before Christmas, there were over 300 in
attendance. The work God has done through Bro. Cofer is
amazing. One can easily see the good hand of God upon
his ministry.
Goals Being Accomplished

These events and projects are a reflection of the three
major goals of FirstBible: Bible Publishing, National
Training and Church Planting. We give glory to God for
what He is doing in the country of Mongolia for the
gospel’s sake. Our prayer is that it will become a model
for other countries. A documentary DVD of this ministry
effort in Mongolia will soon be available. If you are inter-
ested, you may contact the office and request a copy. [

Mitch Tillman, Director of Harbor Evangelism of Mongolia,
one of our fellowshipping partners, sends the following
information:

“We were able to get our government permit to operate
three legal churches in the Gobi Desert. We are the first
fundamental Baptist believers that have ever been permitted
to have a church in the Mongolian Gobi. That is a miracle
in itself. God is great! Now we can go unrestricted in all
the Gobi and preach the gospel. It is a true blessing that
God is allowing us to be pioneers in reaching the nomads
of Mongolia with the Gospel of Christ. Praise the Lord.”
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A. The Unevangelized Non-Christian World has:
38 Countries (26 closed/restricted-access)

29% of global population

.1% of all Christian literature

.1% of all Christian radio and television

.2% of all witness words

B. The Evangelized Non-Christian World has:
59 Countries (31 closed/restricted-access)

38% of global population

9% of all Christian literature

4% of all Christian radio and television

16% of all witness words

C. The Christian World has:

141 Countries (29 closed/restricted-access)
33% of global population

91% of all Christian literature

96% of all Christian radio and television
84% of all witness words

A breakdown of the major religions:

Christian 2 Billion, 235 Million
Buddhist 367 Million, 200 Thousand
Hindu 1 Billion, 21 Million
Muslim 1 Billion, 285 Million
Tribal 223 Million, 300 Thousand

Missionary Information

Christianity 796 Non Christians per Missionary
Buddhist 176,150 Non Christians per Missionary
Hindu 177,074 Non Christians per Missionary
Muslim 296,786 Non Christians per Missionary
Tribal 69,058 Non Christians per Missionary

Christian (Professions) by Contenient

Asia 356 Million

Europe 555 Million
Africa 437 Million

North America 277 Million
South America 528 Million

Oceania 27 Million

These statistics are from Mission Maker Magazine 2007.
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God wants every soul to learn
of His Son and we are making
some marked progress.
China’s Christian population
has grown from three million to
an estimated 100 million.
Indonesia, the largest of the
Muslim nations, is approaching
20% of its population identify-
ing with Christ. Mongolia, with
no known believers in 1980,
today has thirty thousand with
150 churches. South Korea is
poised in the next few years to
become the first predominately
Protestant nation in Asia.
South America had 50,000
Protestants in 1900. Today
there are sixty million profes-
sions to Christianity. Africa had
only 4% of its population claim-
ing Christ one hundred years
ago. Today they have a stag-
gering 300 million more peo-
ple serving God.

-z

2 billion, 180 Million of the 6.4
Billion profess Christianity

56% of all professing Christians
are non-white

Spanish is the language of
church members in the world

Christian theology, witness, and
worship is done in more lan-
guages than any world religion.

STATISTICS



Recommended Books For Sale

Someone once stated that you will be the same person you
are today ten years from now except for the books that you
read and the people that you meet. There is some truth in this
statement. The Pastors Book Club is designed to do three
things: give book reviews from the staff of the UW Journal,
recommend good books on the subject of missions, and pro-
vide a convenient way for pastors to purchase these books
at reasonable prices. FirstBible International and the UW
Journal do not necessarily endorse any author, ministry, or
organization associated with books recommended for sale.
The books are offered as a source of information and
encouragement.

The books below can be purchased by calling the toll free number for Keen Publications at
1-888-747-1611. Please note that shipping and handling is not included in the prices listed below.

From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya
Ruth A. Tucker

Zondervan Publishing
$32.99

Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret
Dr. Howard Taylor

Moody Press

$6.99

Ml Missions in the Old Testament

s Walter C. Kaiser, Jr.

i
e iEr
b s

Baker Books
f $11.99

celils  Amy Carmichael of Dohnavur
“4& | Frank L. Houghton

) Christian Literature Crusade
el ' $12.99

“llw C. T. Studd, Cricketer & Pioneer
r‘!. Norman Grubb

Christian Literature Crusade
$17.98

Missionary Methods, St Paul’s or Ours
§ Roland Allen

Eerdmans

$14.00

The Training of the Twelve
A.B. Bruce

Kregel Publications
$19.99

He Is Worthy
Charles Keen

Keen Publications
$11.00

Thinking Outside the Box
Charles Keen

Keen Publications
$11.00
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Franklin Road Baptist Church - New Home of FirstBible International
Dr. Mike Norris, Pastor

“| first met Dr. Charles Keen in 1990 while pastoring in Ripley, West Virginia. During breakfast one
morning Dr. Keen shared with me the statistics concerning the unreached part of our world and the
unreached people groups. He then challenged me with the question, “Do you think the Great Commission
is do-able?”

This caused me to re-evaluate the Great Commission. | came to the conclusion that it is “do-able” if we
simply carry it out as God commanded. An entirely new dimension was added to my missions philosophy
which impacted me in three significant ways.

First, my view of our church’s global ministry was transformed. We are now purposely including the
uttermost in our missions effort. Our missions giving has increased to over $500,000.00 annually and has
been adjusted in order to give a greater percentage toward the unreached in the uttermost. Second, my
view of our church’s local ministry was changed. We now view all of our members as potential world-changers and seek to
develop in their hearts a worldview and a sense of responsibility in reaching the unreached. Third, God burdened our church
to become directly involved in getting the Word of God to the world. In 2006 the Lord gave us a 36 inch web press and we
constructed a 6000 square foot building in which to operate it. It will be used to print Scriptures for those who have never
had a copy of God’s Word in their own language.”

Dr. Mike Norris

Dr. Greg Baker — Keynote Speaker: Revival for World Evangelism 2008

Dr. Gregory O. Baker is the Pastor of FaithWay Baptist Church and President of FaithWay Baptist
College of Canada, located in Ajax, Ontario, a suburb of Toronto.

Originally from Michigan, he and his wife Melissa have served the Lord in Canada since 1980.

Pastor Baker is known for his enthusiasm for world evangelism and his heart for the Great Commission.
FaithWay Baptist Church presently supports over 175 missionary families with a mission commitment for
2007 over $500,000.

The Bakers have two daughters and two granddaughters.

Dr. Greg Baker

Introducing New Staff and Representatives for FirstBible International

Ken Fielder, Assistant Director

= Assisting the Director in coordinating the daily operations of FirstBible and overseeing the FirstBible office.
Serving as liaison for FirstBible missionaries and ministry partners.

Refining and implementing the policies of FirstBible.

Assistant Editor of the Unpublished WORD Journal.

Representing FirstBible and preaching Mission Revivals in churches in the United States and abroad.
Raising the awareness of the unreached people needs and FirstBible’s need of funds for translation projects.

Wayne Holder, Director of Scripture Publishing
= Coordinating Scripture publications both at home and abroad.
= Assisting in the selection of language projects and overseeing the entire printing process from start to finish.
Serving as liaison between translators, missionaries and printing operations.
r = Tracking the progress and funds of all Scripture printing efforts of FirstBible.

Dr. William Jeffcoat, Director of Foreign Field Ministries
Challenging American churches to do short-term mission trips for the purpose of training nationals on the field.
Identifying and selecting FirstBible’s foreign field ministry opportunities for national training.

= Coordinating all travel arrangements and costs.

= Selecting the teaching curriculum and screening the faculty.

= Overseeing the development of prayer support teams for foreign field training.

Dr. Fred Schindler, Director of College Ministries
Ministering in fundamental colleges in America to raise awareness of the ministry and philosophy of FirstBible.
Assisting the Director of Foreign Field Ministries in national training efforts.
Representing both FirstBible and Northeast Baptist Bible College in churches in the United States and abroad.
= Serving out of FirstBible of Pennsylvania at Southside Baptist Church in Downingtown, Pennsylvania.
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The Librarian’s Choice

WILLIAM CAREY:
THE FATHER OF

MODERN MISSIONS
1993 EDITION

by S. Pearce Carey
Wakeman Trust

The Librarian’s choice for
this issue is William Carey:

The Father of Modern Missions, 1993 edition, by

S. Pearce Carey, Carey’s great-
grandson. This is one of the two best
biographies | have in my four thou-
sand volume library.*

The author, because of his blood
relationship with Carey, possesses
unusual information and insight and
yet retains an honest objectivity
toward his subject and material. He
does not bog us down with miniscule
details nor does he gloss over the
rough waters Missionary Carey
experienced with the East India
Company, the Indian Government,
the home office and with four unfaith-
ful men who split the Serampore
work by establishing a work in
Calcutta.

The author gives us a good
insight to the English world at the
time of Carey’s life and how men
and events contributed to his min-
istry. He tells us of his family and
friends, not hiding their warts and
scars, while giving them their due in
Carey’s world impacting ministry.

| was also impressed with Carey’s
insight into the necessity of incorpo-
rating the nationals into India’s evan-
gelization. It was interesting to me
that Carey was a self-supported mis-
sionary never requiring nor accept-
ing funds from the homeland.

If 1 were to offer a constructive criticism, it
would be that although S. Pearce Carey records
an adequate amount about his great grandfather’s
translation work, he is shallow, in my thinking, in
his coverage of the fire that destroyed much of it
on Wednesday, March 11, 1812. This book gets
The Librarian’s highest biographical marks; it is
temporarily out of print — watch for the reprint.

*The other volume is: To the Golden Shore,
The Life of Adoniram Judson.
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Rock of Ages
Study Bible

Reserve your copy of the Rock alfAges Swdy Bible now.
With every Bible purchased vou will help
provide two Kivor Bibles for prisoners.

Bibles available in leather, bonded leather, and
kivor (paly ). For more information contact
Rock of Ages Ministries at: 423.479.3243 or

www.roastudybible.com

——
L P

« Ower 975 in-text notes

« 35 Black and white in-text charts

¢ Agterisles by ey words

« 250+ page concordance

« Thausands of conclse, bottom-of~the-page study notes
« Full color Bible mape
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FirstBible International has several valuable resources that will aid
the pastor and church to mobilize their people for missions. These
materials are free as available with love offerings appreciated. Mftacy o

You may order these items online at wwwv.firstbible.net. Resnurces

It All Begins with
The Word

This informative
brochure describes the
burden and goals of
FirstBible International
to reach the over 6,000
unreached people

roups.
2R It All Begins

with The Word
Bookmark www.firschibie.net

This companion piece
defines the 10740
Window and lists the
66 countries contained
within it. Use this con-
venient 2” x 7” book-
mark as a prayer list.

A28 The Mongolia
Project DVD
FirstBible
International
offers a FREE
30 minute
documentary

of our trip to
Mongolia. It is
available to you
at no cost and
shipped postage
paid.

Unreached People Posters

11” x 17” posters are uniquely
designed to decorate your auditorium,
fellowship hall or classrooms for your
next mission conference/revival or to use
as a weekly prayer reminder. There are
12 different posters available as a set.

Glossary of
Translation Terms

This handy guide

will help you

understand the words
and definitions used in
the discussion of Bible
translations. It is a help-
, ful, easy to comprehend
, b St S reference guide for all
e ki lekas [ church members.
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This school program is a dynamic youth- -
oriented approach to missions that opens
up marvelous opporfunities to minister to "
those who have no church in their land or
ne Bible in their language. It is designed to

be used by Christian Schools, VBS, Home
Schools, and Sunday School classes.
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A distinctive Baptist college continuing in the “heritage of the servants of the Lord”

Apply online at www. TheCrownCollege.com
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c/o Franklin Road Baptist Church
3148 Franklin Road
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