








Thank God for missionaries.  I echo Paul’s senti-
ment when he said, “I magnify mine office.” I don’t
feel like a second class citizen because I do not pastor
any more.  Thank God for missionaries that dash
around the country to get Christians to do something
for God.  To be honest, the missionary is not doing
very well at it, but thank God for his effort. It is taking
four of our churches to produce one missionary.  He is
not being very successful, but may God bless him for
his efforts.  

What we need is some leadership to step up and
say we are going to start leading.  We are going to
give direction to what is closest to the heart of God and
that is missions - that is world evangelism.  We are
going to give our leadership to world evangelism.
There are national leaders that ought to give leader-
ship to world evangelism.  The pastor is the leader of
the church; he should start giving leadership.  The par-
ent in the home should start giving leadership.  Why
don’t the leaders step up and say we are going to take
some responsibility to that which is closest to the heart
of God.  You might be surprised that there would be
something break out that would shock us all.  

When I was a young preacher many years ago, I
went to all of the Bible conferences and I heard Dr. Bob
Jones, Dr. Curtis Hutson, Dr. Jack Hyles and Dr. John
Rice preach on soul-winning.  I went back and started
soul-winning; I did what my leaders said.  They were
my national leaders.  I heard Wally Beebe and others
preach on the bus ministry, and I went home and start-
ed a bus ministry. That was not hard for me, for I was
a bus kid. Plus, Dr. Beebe was my leader. I heard ser-
mons preached on Christian schools.  I went back and
started a Christian school.  I would go and hear these
men talk about things and I thought they were great
and wonderful.  Our national leaders have influenced
me greatly.

I beg you in Jesus’ name if you have a national
platform or speak at a national conference, say some-
thing about the “Cornelius” and “Caesarea” of our
world.  Because our leaders don’t talk about it, the pas-
tors don’t talk about it, and because pastors don’t talk
about it the people don’t know anything about it.  Our
people are not aware.  

I used to box in the Golden Gloves.  Boxing is a
funny sport isn’t it?  Some of you probably don’t even
think that it is right.  Did you know that boxing is the
only major sport where neither the official (referee),

participants nor spectators know the score?  (When I
boxed, I often suspected how I was doing.) There are
four judges sitting by a bell that know what is going
on.   

Don’t take this wrong, most Christians don’t know
what is going on. They do not know the score.  You
don’t know the need out there.  We as preachers don’t
preach to you and you are not made aware and there-
fore the Spirit of God does not work in your life about
responding. I am just suggesting to you that Peter
stepped up and said as a leader I am going to be a
part of world evangelism.

II. He Dealt With The Issue Of Lordship 
In Missions.
Acts 10:13-14 “And there came a voice to him,

Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.  But Peter said, Not so, Lord..”
Write down somewhere in your heart the real issue in
missions is the Lordship of Christ.  I do not believe in
Lordship salvation but I do believe in Lordship service.
Jesus came to Peter and let down the sheet to indicate
to Peter the world need.  “Rise, Peter Kill and eat” or
Peter get involved.  You know what Peter did?  He chal-
lenged the Lordship of Jesus. He went to Leviticus 11 to
pull up some obscure verse on dietary laws.  “Not so,
Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common
or unclean.” I want to suggest that some of you are not
on the mission field and others are not world view
Christians because you have not settled the Lordship
issue.  It is not about them; it is about Him.  Peter
received the Great Commission eight times before he
obeyed it.  He heard Jesus say it five times between His
resurrection to His ascension and then in Acts 10:13
the sheet came down three more times. So it is now up
to eight times that he has heard it.  Thank God for vers-
es 19-20, “While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit
said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee.  Arise
therefore, and get thee down, and go with them…”
(the ninth time). My question is how often have you
heard it?  Could today be your ‘ninth’ time and the last
time you have to be told?  The real issue is His
Lordship.  The real issue is the glory of God.  The issue
isn’t the animals or sheet, the issue is God.  
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We missionaries need to be careful.  When we get
the call to go to a field (the let down sheet), we go get
a camera to take a picture of what is in the field
(sheet). We do a survey trip to check out our field
(sheet).  We get a digital camera and climb up on our
field (sheet) and take a picture of all of those ugly
beasts.  We come back and put them on a PowerPoint.
We show you the very unattractive inhabitants (nation-
als) in the sheet and ask you to give your money to
what is in the sheet. You respond, “Not so Lord.” We
ask, “Would you give your children for what is in the
sheet?”  No. “Will you give your selves and give up
your nation to go to what is in the sheet?” Not so Lord.
“Will you give your dollars so those in the sheet can be
reached?”  Your answer is, “Not so.”  The issue is not
what is in the sheet. The issue is Who let down the
sheet and what is He telling you to do about it.  What
missionaries need to do is go and bare our hearts
about the glory of God, His death on the cross, and
His love for the sheet dwellers. God gave His Son and
Christ came and lived on this earth.  He loves them and
He wants us part of the search team.  

Our daughter, Joy, married Dan Crichton and they
were missionaries in Africa for thirteen years with five
children (that is a requirement for missionaries).  When
she was a little girl she had a doll that was named Mrs.
Beasley. Sometimes she would lose Mrs. Beasley. At
such times if you came to my house and asked my wife
where I was, she might say I was under the shrubs, in
my tie, with my flashlight, looking for Mrs. Beasley.  If
you came again, you would find me in the trunk of the
car, with a flashlight, in a fetal position, in my tie, look-
ing for Mrs. Beasley.  Come again and you would find
me re-driving the route from where we just came, in my
tie, with a flashlight looking for Mrs. Beasley who is
lost.  You might say I must love Mrs. Beasley.  No, she
has been quite a hindrance to me, but I love someone
who loved Mrs. Beasley, and for her sake I will find
Mrs. Beasley to see her smile again.  

You know the application.  I do not love Africans
enough to give two daughters and ten grandchildren to
that continent.  Maybe I am not a very good Christian,
but I am a very honest one.  Most of us do not love our
city enough to give one night to winning it to Christ
and it is highly doubtful you will give your life to win
the lost in another country and culture.  I am like you.
I will not give my family, money or self for them, but I
will give what I have to Him so those in another place
can know of Him.  

We are to be part of the search team because they
are lost and there is joy in the presence of God when
one sinner repenteth.  Where did you learn that?  I
learned that from the Bible.  Isaiah said, “Here am I;
send me.” First we see where he beheld the Lord high
and lifted up and he saw the seraphim’s crying, “Holy,
holy, holy.” After he saw the Lord, he heard the voice,
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Isaiah
said he would go because he saw the Lord.  

Paul gave his testimony three times in the Bible.
Each time he asked two questions in the same order.  I
have preached many times on the question: “Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do, Lord?” But there was a
question before that. You know what that was?  “Who
art thou, Lord?” “I am Jesus.” Then came Paul’s
surrender, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” Let’s
settle the Lordship issue. 

III. Lastly, He Dealt with the Issue of Listening 
In Missions.
Why did Jesus have to speak to Peter on this sheet

issue three times? Obviously he was not listening. Who
knows why? He was hungry, he was in a trance, he
was successful in other areas of ministry, he was writ-
ing a couple of books (or would be). I don’t know why
he wasn’t. I just know he wasn’t and I don’t know why
we aren’t listening. I just know we aren’t. God has spo-
ken about world evangelism enough times. The issue of
missions is addressed in the Old Testament capricious-
ly in places like Genesis 12:1-3. Often in the New
Testament ministry of Jesus, five times in His post resur-
rection ministry and the writings of Paul. Are we listen-
ing? The bulk of evidence would say we are not listen-
ing well yet, but there are some indicators we might be
starting to awake. I see a cloud about the size of a
man’s hand in some of our leaders, in the membership
of our churches, and in the college students. I hear a
small but real wind blowing in the tops of the mulber-
ry trees. Peter finally went and there are some missi-
oligists being encouraged that we fundamentalists, like
Peter, are being awakened from our trance. ❖
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n Bible-believing circles a big controversy
exists.  The debate revolves around the relia-

bility of the Scriptures.  It is not the old Modernist-
fundamentalist controversy over the inspiration of
Scripture, but rather a present-day debate over the
preservation of Scripture.  

On the one hand, there are those who think
that the Word of God has not been verbally pre-
served by God, at least not in one given text or
translation.   Some of these think that God has pre-
served His Word, but that all the extant Greek
manuscripts must be studied to discern where it is.
In practice, since no one can consult all the man-
uscripts every time he translates from the Greek,
this position denies preservation from the stand-
point of accessibility. On the other hand, there
are those who think that God has not only pre-
served His Word, but that He preserved it in a
specific English translation, which some would
even call inspired.  There is yet another position
(espoused here) which maintains that God has
preserved the words of the original, inspired auto-
graphs of Scripture, and that those words are now
available in a given Hebrew text of the Old
Testament and a given Greek text of the New
Testament.

Those who do not think that the Bible has been
preserved in any given text usually follow the
Greek text of the New Testament published in
1881 by Westcott and Hort, or else some more
recent derivative of it.  This Greek text, also called
the Critical Text, has become the source for near-
ly all of the modern translations of the New
Testament since that time.  

Believers who think that God has preserved
His Word in a specific English translation are nor-
mally referring to the King James Version, which
was first published in 1611.  However, the com-
monly-used KJV Bibles today are not identical with
the 1611 edition, for they follow the 1769 revi-
sion made by Benjamin Blayney.  Some KJV pro-
ponents see this translation as being inspired in
the same way that the original autographs were.

Those who believe in the preservation of the orig-
inal autographs in a given text are typically looking

by Dr. Charles L. Surrett
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continued on page 16
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“But ye shall receive power; after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto me
both in Jerusalem, and; in all Judaea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

any churches in the past years have become
engaged in missions from the concept of Acts 1:8.

The idea of the methodology is: “You will be my wit-
nesses both in your Jerusalem, and in your Judaea and
Samaria and then to the uttermost.”  The words “both”
and “and” are the catalyst for understanding…not first
in Jerusalem, but everywhere at the same time. You
have probably heard a speaker say that your
“Jerusalem” is your home town, your “Judaea” is your
state, your “Samaria” is your nation or continent, and
“the uttermost part” is the opposite side of the world.
This seems to be the standard application of preachers
and the typical motivational line of mission advocates.

Some use a different definition but the methodolo-
gy is the same.  They define the four areas mentioned
from an ethnic perspective. “Jerusalem” would be
those who are like you.  For example, a Caucasian
American is to share the gospel with other English
speaking Caucasians. “Judaea” would be Caucasian
Americans reaching Black Americans because they are
culturally similar but definitely different. “Samaria”
would be those culturally distant such as the Hispanic
or European world and “the uttermost part” would be
the Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists.  The ethnic per-
spective puts the emphasis on people and not geogra-
phy.  Muslims could be living in any neighborhood in
the U.S. which would mean the uttermost part is next
door, not on the other side of the world.

The Traditional Application

Is the implementation of this concentric ring para-
digm what Luke had in mind for his readers when he
compiled the Acts of the Apostles?  Probably not.  Luke
presents a much more compelling vision for missions
than the typical evangelical interpretation grasps.  In
fact, the standard use of the text is not only inaccurate,

but prevents us from fully living and loving the Great
Commission, to go and make disciples of all the peo-
ple (Matthews 28:19).  We need to change our mis-
sion paradigm; we need to move further away from an
individualistic application of this verse to a more cor-
porate one.

Much is made about being an effective gospel wit-
ness in the believer’s own “Jerusalem” before attempt-
ing to reach one’s “Judaea and Samaria,” and then
again before attempting to reach “the ends of the
earth.” Churches aim at developing ministries to each
of the four sectors in a similarly progressive manner,
eventually completing our development with a bal-
anced portfolio.

Mission strategies for churches are built on this con-
centric ring model of missions as though it were the
intention of Acts 1:8.  In reality, it is a construction we
have imposed upon the biblical text.  Our intentions
are good, and this model seems to work for us.  It is
compellingly motivational and moves many to the mis-
sion field.  It provides instant application to all who
study and discuss it in their churches and makes the
passage easy to preach.  Although these purposes are
understandably appealing, the model obscures the
truest application regarding the mission of the church.
There are greater accomplishments to be attained.  We
search the Bible to extract the buried treasure of prac-
tical models, but often end up pragmatically using the
Bible rather than learning and following its wisdom.

Four Regrettable Outcomes

This analysis of Acts 1:8 regrettably leads to at
least four outcomes.  We need to consider some of the
unfortunate results of what has become our standard
interpretation and application of this passage.

1. Standard viewpoint tends to create and sustain
a bias to stay put, when Jesus said, “Go.”  We end up
focusing intensely upon local outreach efforts because
we believe God has called us to minister where he has
placed us.  We become thoroughly absorbed in the
needs around us.  The “remotest part of the earth” gets 

M
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the leftovers of our energies and resources.  We re-
define the church’s mission in purely local terms for our-
selves and our esteem.  For most churches, the ministry
is all about them right there and how they get others to
come and worship with them.

2. We feel so overwhelmed by the first two mis-
sion categories that we pay little attention to the third
and fourth.  The gospel ministry is hard work.  We
work wholeheartedly and prayerfully to figure out how
we might reach others with the truth and love of Christ.
In our struggle with local outreach efforts, we may no
longer feel competent enough to engage people who
are cross-culturally different and actually accomplish
ministry.  We never get to the “uttermost part” because
our faithful witness at home seems to be ever faltering.
Simply put, we feel we cannot make a difference in
other parts of the world because there are so few
being saved and baptized in our churches.

3. We can quickly and easily lose perspective
and vision.  We no longer see what we are supposed
to be seeing.  This is because we are actually missing
the very point of the text and even the book itself.  The
point of Acts is to emphasize and give first-priority to

frontier mission – to plant churches among the
unreached people groups of our world.

4. We miss the corporate calling. As North
American Christians, we tend to speak too much about
the individual and personal, and not enough about the
Church (the Bride) as a whole, or even the local church
corporately as a community.

Shifting to a Truly Biblical Model

What changes can we make to move from this mis-
application of Acts 1:8 to a church mission effort that
will fulfill the challenge to the glory of Christ?  There
are four clear steps we can take.

1. Rather than losing perspective and vision, our
churches should rediscover Luke’s original emphasis.
The emphasis of Acts 1:8 is not “Jerusalem” but “the
uttermost part.” Consider this…the book Acts was writ-
ten by Luke as the second part of his gospel account to
show the advance of Christ’s kingdom by the Holy
Spirit through the apostles and the church.  “Jerusalem”
is impacted first by the coming of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost and second by the subsequent preaching
and witness in the city by the Apostle Peter and the
church.  The “Samaritan mission” in Acts 8 was the
gospel’s first great advance after Pentecost.  The
Gentile mission begins here.  Luke then shows further

movements through the conversions of the
Ethiopian proselyte and Cornelius, the God-
fearing Gentile. The full-on ministry to the
Gentiles begins in chapter 11 with the
ministry of the Antioch church. The Pauline
mission flows out of this and continues the
progression.  We, as the church, are to
continue the mission until the return of our
Lord Jesus Christ.  Gaining such a
perspective is not that complicated.

Acts 1:8 is not about everyone’s four
realms of witness, it is about which are
now over.  It is about these actual his-
torical transitions, which are now
over. The apostles and the early
church completed the first three and
started on the third. What remains is
the really exciting part – the relentless
drive to the mission’s end!  Acts 1:8 is

meant to rivet our attentions on the
“remotest from us.” It has been that way
since the beginning. Christianity is to go 

Unpublished WORD   1 3 .

“What changes can we make to
move from this misapplication 
of Acts 1:8 to a church mission
effort that will fulfill the
challenge to the glory of
Christ?”
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to the far corners of the earth and hasten the coming
and return of Christ when worshippers will come from
“every kindred and tongue, and people, and nation.”
(Rev. 5:9)

2. Rather than perpetuating a bias to stay put,
our churches should work to create and sustain a bias
to “GO.” Most people will live for Christ at home and
will further the mission by sending out and supporting
their brothers and sisters who go. Assuming that we
should go, rather than assuming we should stay would
radically change our churches. We would find that
many are being called and sent out from our church-
es. This revolutionary mindset would create excitement
within our churches.  We would find ourselves think-
ing, talking, organizing, and strategizing quite differ-
ently. We would find new energy and renewed per-
spective for local ministry.

Did you ever hear a believer say, I am waiting for
God to call me so I will know where he wants me to
serve Him? The truth is He has already called us.  
That’s what “go and make disciples” is… our calling!
What are you waiting for?  In other words we are
all to be engaged overcoming crossing-cultural barri-
ers with the gospel even if it is in our home town.  This
is not geography…it is people.

3. Rather than being overwhelmed by the first
two circles of missions, the last part should energize
our mission endeavors. When a church begins to focus
on the unreached people groups as much as their local
ministries, God begins to cause believers to turn their
lives outward rather than inward. They are not so wor-
ried about how they “do church,” as much as they are
to partner with God in gathering worshippers from our
world to bring glory to Him.  Short term mission trips
become the norm rather than something tacked on at the
end. The concept of becoming “world Christians” cre-
ates a climate so that the results are the congregation
implementing outreaches to the community on their own.
In other words, pastors can expect an even greater local
impact when focusing on the world as God sees it.

4. Rather than following our inclination to apply
the biblical text to ourselves individually, we should
first consider its meaning from the global church. We
should replace the question “What does this mean for
me?” with the question, “What does this mean for us?”
We need to turn the focus from the individual to the
church globally and locally. What if we saw our
churches as local teams instead of as a collection of 

individuals trying to accomplish the Great
Commission?

The words in Acts 1:8 were originally spoken to
the apostles (a team) by the Lord Jesus; later, Luke used
the words to re-commission the church in Jesus’ name
for its task.  The church possesses the same gift of the
Holy Spirit that the apostles had.  And the blessed
Holy Spirit will bring about success and give courage
to the church for its daunting but holy task.

We can send out our best and most mature lead-
ers, just as the church of Jerusalem gave Silas, Lystra
gave Timothy, Derbe gave Gaius, Philippi gave
Epaphroditus, Thessalonica gave Aristarcus and
Secundus, Berea gave Sopater, Corinth gave
Sosthenes and Ephesus gave Epaphras.  Individually,
we cannot complete the Great Commission, nor do
many of us do very well in that which we do accom-
plish by ourselves. This group approach actually
inspires and accomplishes much more in the personal
realm in our churches as we all work together to
increase our own maturity and usefulness in the mis-
sion of planting churches that reproduce.

We cooperate with a sending agency under the
authority of local churches.  Why not cooperate with
other local churches in targeting an unreached peo-
ple group?  What about several churches accepting
the task of translating the Scriptures into one of the
languages of an unreached people group?  How do
we partner with churches on the other side of the
world.  How do we corporately do this task? We
must expand our vision to look at the bigger picture
outside of ourselves.

We live in perhaps the most thrilling time in the his-
tory of redemption, when the gospel is actually reach-
ing the very ends of the earth, and God is calling out
for Himself a people to worship Him forever.  Let’s get
beyond our own individual definitions of Acts 1:8 and
get busy in partnership with our heavenly Father who
sees it correctly. ❖

“We live in perhaps the most
thrilling time in the history 

of redemption, when the Gospel
is actually reaching the very
ends of the earth, and God is

calling out for Himself a people
to worship Him forever.”
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ll of the equipment has cleared customs and is on the property at
Ulaanbaatar, the capital city. Brother Tillman has donated build-
ing space in which FirstBible International of Mongolia will set up

and operate the printing of God’s Word.  Brother Mickey Cofer, the
missionaries, and nationals are in the process of remodeling the building
and installing the equipment. Brother Jeff Kruchkow will travel in early
September and stay three weeks to get the shop on line. A team of men
will make a trip November 6-15, 2006 to dedicate the press and
ministry to the Mongolian people for the glory of God. If you would like
to accompany us, please contact us through our web site at
www.firstbible.net. A coordinated effort of the Mongolian missionaries,
national pastors and laymen along with FirstBible International, Mt.
Abarim and Trinitarian Bible Society of England have translated the
Gospel of John into the Halh language of the Mongolian people and we
hope to print enough of them to put one in every home in that country.
We will continue on in our translation effort until the entire New Testament
is complete.

The Bible Baptist Church with Pastor Wayne Holder, MacArthur, West
Virginia, has contributed $25,000.00 toward the initial printing effort
for Mongolia. Another group under the leadership
of Rev. Tim Tripp has also contributed $40,000.00
to help with set-up costs and printing.  We feel it will
take $200,000 to put a Gospel of John in every
home in Mongolia. If you would like to help,
contact us for additional information. At this time,
we are still in need of a printer who has sheet fed
press experience. We can use both short term and
full-time men. Send resumes through our web site at
www.firstbible.net. ❖

by State Side Director - Shane Skelton

A

Unpublished WORD   1 5 .



to the Greek Textus Receptus for the New Testament
and the Hebrew Masoretic Text for the Old.

Look Beyond Translations

The biggest reason for the divergence in trans-
lations of the Bible is the divergence in texts used
in those translations, particularly in the New
Testament.  In other words, a translation may be
well-done, but if it translates inferior Greek texts, it
will be automatically flawed.  Therefore, the issue
must be dealt with at the textual level, rather than
merely comparing translations.

Another reason why one must look beyond the
translation level has to do with the preservation of
Scriptures.  Either the Word of God has been pre-
served by God for every generation of church his-
tory, or it has not.  Those who believe that the best
Greek manuscripts were lost to the church for
many centuries (W-H proponents) evidently do not
think that God has preserved His Word for each
generation.  On the other hand, those who think
that the KJV 1611 is an inspired translation that
corrects the Greek evidently do not believe that
God preserved His Word prior to 1611.  If all that
churches possessed by 1611 were corrupted
copies of the Greek, then there may have been
many centuries (and even more generations)
which had no access to the pure words of God
before the production of the KJV.  This is an erro-
neous concept of the Bible’s preservation.  

Defend the Bible Biblically

Nor should the debate rage at the level of
name-calling and character assassination.  The
mere fact that a preacher or an author can string
together a long list of derogatory adjectives to
describe his opponents should not be taken as
proof of his position.  If one truly desires to edify
and persuade others to agree with him, he must
use Biblical constraint in the manner of his pres-
entation. The admonition of II Timothy 2:24-25 is
appropriate  here:  “And the servant of the Lord
must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to

teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that
oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give
them repentance to the acknowledging of the
truth. . . .”

This is not a study that merely separates funda-
mentalists from liberals, for all of the above-men-
tioned views are held by individuals who consider
themselves to be fundamentalists.  It is important
that a Biblical attitude be maintained by all who
consider this issue.  May the principles of the fol-
lowing Scriptures be carefully followed:
“Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace,” (Ephesians 4:3);  “But the wisdom
that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gen-
tle, and easy to be entreated. . .” (James 3:17).

The Simple Solution

There is a “big problem” in fundamentalism
over the issue of the text, but there is also a simple
solution.  The solution begins with a clear state-
ment in Scripture that tells us God’s Word will be
accessible to each generation of believers after
the time of its writing.  That statement is in Isaiah
59:21, which promises that God’s “words” (plu-
ral) would be available to each succeeding gen-
eration from that time on and forever.  Had God
simply said His “word” (singular) would be acces-
sible, then some might conclude that God just
promised to preserve a “message,” not necessari-
ly in specific words.  However, since God uses the
plural, He is telling us that the specific words of
that message will be accessible.  This is in agree-
ment with the many other passages that promise
the preservation of God’s Word, but also elimi-
nates from consideration any of the textual theo-
ries that are dependent upon manuscripts that
were inaccessible for centuries to believers.

Almost all of the modern translations come
from the 1881 Westcott and Hort Critical Greek
Text, or some more recent variation of it.  That tex-
tual source claims to have its foundation in two
ancient manuscripts that were not available to
individual believers and local churches for many
centuries (perhaps as long as 1400 years).  It was
certainly not the Greek text that was “in the

the big problem continued from page 11
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mouths” of believers (to use the terminology of
Isaiah 59:21) from 400 AD to 1800 AD.  History
seems to be clear on that fact.

Since we start with the Scripture as our
guide to interpret history, we then can understand
that history points to the body of Greek texts that
represent the Textus Receptus strain of Greek man-
uscripts as being available to local churches
throughout the centuries of church history.  The cri-
teria for judging Greek texts, then, becomes not
the age of a manuscript, but its long-term accessi-
bility.  Since we have pre-determined to interpret
history in light of the Scripture (instead of vice
versa), we can conclude that it was the unused
Greek manuscripts that have survived in their orig-
inal form to this day, not those manuscripts that
were read, handled, and circulated in the local
churches.  With that understanding, the fact that a
manuscript is oldest does not tell us that it is best.
It may, in fact, tell us just the opposite.  We must,
then, realize that what archaeologists have found
is not necessarily all that ever existed in those
early centuries of church history.  Since there is a
translation of TR-type texts that has been found (the
Syriac Peshitta) which pre-dates the oldest Critical

Text manuscripts, it is only reasonable to conclude
that the TR-type texts existed at the time of that
translation, even though the Greek texts them-
selves have not been found.  This may put the
Critical Text’s claim to represent the “oldest” man-
uscripts in a totally different light. It is evident that
copies of the TR-type texts were in circulation
throughout church history, but the same statement
cannot be made in behalf of the Critical Text.  In
total number, approximately 5,250 have been
found that support the TR-type tradition of texts, but
only about 400 which support the Critical Text
have been discovered.  

In reality, the solution is pretty simple.  If we
accept God’s promise to put His words “in the
mouth” of every generation (not necessarily every
person or every nation), then we look at history to
see which body of Greek texts has been available
to believers throughout man’s existence since the
time of the Scripture’s writing.  History becomes
our friend, when interpreted in light of the Bible,
for history points to the continual usage of the
Greek texts that eventually became known as the
Textus Receptus, and it was from this that the  King
James Version was so excellently translated. ❖

content to go to Jerusalem, Judaea, Samaria but
have overlooked the billion plus in the uttermost.
They are without a Bible, gospel or self governing
and self propagating church and do not enjoy near
neighbor evangelism. Hence they must wait for
someone from outside their culture to come in with
the saving gospel of Jesus.

I suggest we have made them wait way too
long.   The 10/40 Window is not only an oppor-
tunity for us, but it is also an obligation and a
responsibility laid at our door by the Captain of
our Salvation.  We must pray, pay and train per-
sonnel to extend ourselves to the regions that are
still beyond us. We need to let God create a vision
in us for the unreached people in the 10/40
Window that, in turn, will cause a burden to evan-
gelize them for His glory. This requires a commit-

ment resulting in a strategy at which time we will
see the realization of our vision.  

Allow me to remind you of two things. 1) If we
are not careful, because of the War on Terror, we
will forget God loves the Islamic peoples of this
world. And He wants some from every one of their
nation’s kindred, tribe and tongue eternally glori-
fying Him throughout eternity. 2) In this war of all
wars…we win.  I have read the back of the Book.
I don’t see any false religion surviving, but I do see
the church mentioned on the last page and in the
last chapter.  Don’t lose heart nor faith…Jesus said
the gates of Hell shall not prevail against the
church. We see the church in eternity at the mar-
riage of the Lamb, at the marriage supper and rul-
ing and reigning with Christ a thousand years. As
the song says which Curtis Hutson made famous,
“WE’RE ON THE WINNING SIDE!” ❖

10/40 WINDOW 101 continued from page 6
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Someone once stated that you will be the same person you
are today ten years from now except for the books that you
read and the people that you meet. There is some truth in this
statement. The Pastors Book Club is designed to do three
things: give book reviews from the staff of the UW Journal,
recommend good books on the subject of missions, and pro-
vide a convenient way for pastors to purchase these books
at reasonable prices. FirstBible International and the UW
Journal do not necessarily endorse any author, ministry, or
organization associated with books recommended for sale.
The books are offered as a source of information and
encouragement.

The books below can be purchased by calling the toll free number for Keen Publications at 
1-888-747-1611.  Please note that shipping and handling is not included in the prices listed below.

Title Author Price Publisher
From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya...................................Ruth A. Tucker ..................$32.99 ........Zondervan Publishing
A Concise History of the Christian World Mission .....Herbert J. Kane ..................20.00 ........Baker Books
Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret ..............................Dr. Howard Taylor ................6.99 ........Moody Press
Lords of the Earth ..................................................Don Richardson ....................8.49 ........YWAM Publishers
A. W. Tozer..........................................................David J. Fant, Jr. ...................9.99 ........Christian Publishers
Missions in the Old Testament.................................Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. ............11.99 ........Baker Books
The Attributes of God, 2 volumes ............................A. W. Tozer .......................13.99 ........Christian Publications
The Pursuit of God.................................................A. W. Tozer .......................13.99 ........Christian Publications
Amy Carmichael of Dohnavur.................................Frank L. Houghton...............12.99 ........Christian Literature Crusade
C. T. Studd, Cricketer & Pioneer..............................Norman Grubb...................17.98 ........Christian Literature Crusade
Global Missiology for the 21st Century....................William Taylor ....................40.00 ........World Evangelism Press (YWAM)
Key to Missionary Problems....................................Andrew Murray ....................8.99 ........Christian Literature Crusade
Missionary Methods, St Paul’s or Ours.....................Roland Allen ......................14.00 ........Eerdmans
The Life of St. Paul.................................................James Stalker......................15.99 ........Zondervan Publishing
Missions in the Third Millennium .............................Stan Guthrie.......................17.99 ........Send the Light
Spiritual Secrets ....................................................Hudson Taylor ......................6.99 ........Moody Publishers
Training of the Twelve ............................................A. B. Bruce ........................19.99 ........Kregel Publications
Power Through Prayer............................................E. M. Bounds .......................4.00 ........Missionary Crusader
The Prayer-Shaped Disciple ....................................Dan Crawford ....................17.95 ........Hendrickson Publishers
Run With The Vision ..............................................Stearns ..............................14.99 ........Bethany House Publishers (Baker)
Operation World...................................................Johnstone ...........................17.99 ........Send The Light
He Is Worthy ........................................................Charles Keen......................11.00 ........Keen Publications
Thinking Outside the Box .......................................Charles Keen......................11.00 ........Keen Publications

The following is a list we recommend but not available for order, these may be found through used book dealers or on the internet.

The Hope at Hand: National and World Revival
for the 21st Century...............................................David Bryant................out of print ........Baker Books
Territorial Spirits and World Evangelization ..............Chuck Lowe .................out of print ........Mentor/OMF
Praying Hyde: Apostle of Prayer .............................E. G. Carr, Ed..............out of print ........Bridge-Logos
Praying Hyde........................................................Basil Miller ..................out of print ........Ambassador-Emerald
Prayer ..................................................................O. Hallsby...................out of print ........Augsburg

Recommended Books For Sale
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Fairview Baptist Church Profile

II Corinthians 9:2 “…your zeal hath provoked very many.”

“In 2003, Dr. Charles Keen shared with our Fairview Baptist Church family the concept
of reaching the people groups of the 10/40 Window.  At that time our church had given
little thought to getting the gospel to these difficult and often closed situations.  The vision
given by Dr. Keen struck our church like a thunderbolt and we purposed to re-evaluate our
total missions program.  Two-thirds of the present missionaries to the 10/40 Window sup-
ported by our church have been taken on by our church in the last three years as a result
of the vision given to us by Dr. Keen.  We presently have 74 missionary families with 18
of this number going to the regions of the 10/40 Window.  Our conference in October
2006 should bring the total to 24 which will be approximately one-third of the total
missions program.  Our goal as a church is to increase our giving to at least 50% of our
missions’ budget over the next five years.  Our missions giving has increased yearly and
the enthusiasm in our membership for missions is at an all time high.  An added bonus

during this time, two young people from our church have given their lives as missionaries and are presently
serving in the 10/40 Window countries of China and Nepal.”

Dr. Jack Scallions is a busy pastor who not only has served 33 years at Fairview Baptist Church, but is also a member of the Board
of Directors of the American Association of Christian Schools, serves as the President of the Tennessee Association of Christian Schools
and is on the Advisory Board of Baptist International Missions.  Under his leadership, Fairview established 150 acre Camp Fairview,
Fairview Christian Academy, and Christian radio broadcasts on WYXI AM 1390.

If your church is actively involved in reaching unreached people groups, please send us your church/pastor’s biography along with
your missions information to www.firstbible.net. ❖

Dr. Jack Scallions

Ministry Move Announcement
FirstBible International moves to 

Franklin Road Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Tennessee
Dr. Mike Norris, Pastor 

As of September 1, 2006, please send all correspondence and 
support for Dr. Charles F. Keen, Rev. Ken Fielder, and Rev. Mark Brown; 
language project support and monthly FBI support to the address below:

FirstBible International
c/o Franklin Road Baptist Church
3148 Franklin Road
Murfreesboro, TN  37128
Phone: 615-796-0043
www.firstbible.net
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Carlos Demarest was a dedicated and faithful servant to the spread of the Gospel and
especially the spread of God’s Word. He, along with Charles Keen and Sam Caudill,
under the authority of First Baptist Church of Milford, Ohio founded Bearing Precious
Seed. God used Carlos to instill in hearts of pastors and laymen a vision for local
church Bible publication that has now resulted in thousands of missionaries getting the

Word of God for free distribution. Many consider him as the catalyst for local churches owning their
responsibility in Bible publication. Carlos and all of his family love the Scriptures and have always made
the distribution of the Bible a priority in their ministry. He went to be with the Lord in 1999…yet his lega-
cy lives on. This foundation is to honor his life and ministry.

The Carlos Demarest Foundation is an effort to establish a fundamental ministry that will underwrite the
translating of the Bible. The foundation has been initially endowed with a grant of $70,000 for the
purpose of assisting ministries, colleges and students in Bible translation efforts. To receive information
about the foundation visit the website: www.firstbible.net. Other information regarding how to contribute
to the Carlos Demarest Foundation may be obtained by emailing: CDF@firstbible.net

Carlos Demarest

Announces the Establishment of the 
Carlos Demarest Foundation

The Librarian’s Choice

THE MESSAGE OF ACTS
by John R.W. Stott
InterVarsity Press

Our choice for a book on
Acts is The Message of
Acts, by John R.W. Stott. This
choice can and should be full
of disclaimers as to the theolo-
gy of the author and it is not a
book for the youthful or immature believer. I
choose this book not because of his theology,
choice of Bibles versions used, or his ecclesiastical
associates. If you are looking for a place to criti-
cize the Librarian, this would be a good place to
start. There are other good books on Acts whose
authors are more in line with our theology, such as
John Philips, etc. But I am recommending this one
if you can deal with the inequities for several rea-
sons: 1) Though there is theology in Acts, it is not
where we usually look for it; hence I can eat Stott’s
fish and leave his bones. 2) It is a good read. Stott

seems to know where to go deep, get technical,
and when to let the narrative carry the story line.
He deals with the cultural and historical differ-
ences as just that, events locked in time and space
text not to be transported across cultural barriers
and out of contexts. An example would be his
exegete of Acts 2 and the Pentecostal experience
to the Jewish based church and comparing it with
Acts 10 and the Gentile Pentecost. 3) He is fresh
in his exposition helping us to see the big picture.
Interlacing the value of Luke as an historian, diplo-
mat and soul-winner, he shows us Peter’s value to
the cause of Christ as an apostle to the circumci-
sion and Paul’s global ministry. 4) I like his lack of
dogmatism, for the book of Acts is not a pattern
book for the church. It is the only inspired account
of the early church and the transitional account of
the church growing out of its legalism into liberty,
from a national to a global presence. If you are
offended by my recommendation, read John
Philip’s commentary on Acts. His works are never
a waste of time.
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illiam Carey was called by the Lord to take the
gospel to India.  When he shared his burden
with his preacher brothers, their response was,

“If God wanted to save the heathen, He would do it with-
out the aid of man.”  But Carey was not to be deterred.
He established a work in Serampore where translation
work was continually being done.  He labored for seven
years before baptizing his first convert on March 12,
1812.

Carey was teaching a
class in Calcutta when his
associate Joshua
Marshman entered the
room where he was teach-
ing. He said, “I can think
of no easy way to break
the news.  The print shop
burned to the ground last
night.”  Carey was
stunned.  Gone was his
massive dictionary he had
written.  Gone were his 2
grammar books and
whole translations of the
Bible.  Gone were sets of
type for 14 Eastern lan-
guages, 1,200 reams of
paper, 55,000 printed
sheets, 30 pages of his
Bengal dictionary and his
personal library of his pre-
cious books.

He whispered, “The
work of a lifetime gone in
a moment.”  He wrote
back home to England,
“The loss is heavy, but as
traveling a road the sec-
ond time is usually one
with greater ease and cer-
tainty than the first time, so
I trust the work will lose
nothing of real value.  We
are not discouraged. We
are cast down but not in
despair.”  When the news

reached England, thousands of pounds were raised for
the work.  The compound was rebuilt and enlarged. By
1832, complete Bibles and New Testaments had been
printed in 44 languages and dialects.

Carey’s secret was that he had learned to encourage
himself in the Lord.  He wrote “There are grave difficulties
on every hand, and more are looming ahead.  Therefore,
we must go forward.” ❖

W

Illustrations From the Life of
Missionary William CareyTrials Will Come



The following is a list of missionaries FirstBible International recommends who are targeting in some way the unreached 
people groups and need support. These missionaries for the most part have no direct relationship with FBI other than in 

fellowship and a mutual burden. To our knowledge, all are members of independent fundamental Baptist churches.  
We have included their contact information:
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Missionaries to the Unreached

Yoseph Berhanu - Ethiopia
251.118.9288
bryose@yahoo.com
Brackenhurst Baptist Church
church@brackenhurstbaptist.org

Justin Brenenstuhl -Russia
216.870.2179
justinrussia@clevelandbaptist.org
Cleveland Baptist Church
216.671.2822

Dave Douglass -Thailand,
Philippines
904-622-7207
pastor@thepastorspen.com
Calvary Baptist Church
904.282.0407

Matt Elliott* - Sri Lanka
513.515.3126
elliottmail@aol.com
Fellowship Baptist Church
513.494.1075

Gary Greenwood - Yanamano
Indians, Venezuela
gsgreenwood@juno.com
FairHavens Baptist Church
bob.kirkland@sympatico.ca

Richard Jertberg* - Madagascar
jertberg@triad.rr.com
336.682.9946
North Point Baptist Church
336.767.8297

Francois Koch - Somali
09.251.964.0609
francoiskoch@absamail.co.za
Brackenhurst Baptist Church
church@brackenhurstbaptist.org

Chad Mann - India
513.226.3109
Go2india@gmail.com 
First Baptist, Milford, OH

Don McIlvain - Mongolia
865.382.4871 or 335.7107
mongol1993@juno.com
Temple Baptist Church
865.938.8182

Robbie Mullinax - China
864.855.4870
robbiemullinax@charter.net
Tabernacle Baptist Church
864.269.2760

Luiz Nunes* - Portuguese
Speakers 
803.288.0940
ana.luiznunes@bol.com.br
North Point Bapt. Church
770.834.6728

Bill Patterson - India
BPINDIA@aol.com
Riverview Baptist Church
509.547.2021

Jerry Sellers - Collins ChildrenÕs
Home/Nepal
jwsellers@juno.com
731.616.7278 or 7277
Bethlehem Baptist Church

Jesse Shanks* - Togo, West
Africa
503.348.8672
shanks@bimi.org
Greater Portland Bapt. Ch.
503.761.1136

Nathan Sloan - Nepal
423.313.8987
Fairview Baptist Church
423.745.6781
fairview@usit.net

Phil Stephens - Zambia, Africa
512.778.6303
512.826.7861
zambiastephens@sbcglobal.net
Victory Baptist Church

Michael Sullivant, Jr.* -
Thailand
Pembina Valley Baptist Church
204.325.5670
pvbc@mts.net

Gabriel Swope* - Liberia
Fairview Baptist Church
423.745.6781
Churchoffice@fairviewathens.org

Mitch Tillman - Mongolia &
Thailand
mitchtillman316@aol.com
Calvary Baptist Church
228.467.2186

Martin White - Mongolia
lbbcmongolia@magicnet.mn
Lighthouse Bible Baptist Church
585.288.3243
lbbc1@frontiernet.net

Lewis Young* - Paupua, New
Guinea
704.472.5986
foryoungs@earthlink.net
Emmanuel Baptist Church
704.482.3653

*  Missionaries still on deputation.

If you know of other missionaries to
unreached peoples, please send their
prayer card to the FBI offices.



FirstBible International has several valuable
resources that will aid the pastor and church to
mobilize their people for missions. Some of these
come at no cost and will be shipped free of
charge. If any of the items below are needed, you
may order them online at www.firstbible.net.

He Is Worthy - Dr. Keen has published his sec-
ond book on his most passionate subject…mis-
sions.  Entitled, He is Worthy, the book is a compi-
lation of notes, readings, and messages and is writ-
ten for both pastors and laymen. Published in
paper-back form, He is Worthy addresses the ulti-
mate reason for doing missions…the glory of God.
Everything from the Great Commission to personal
responsibility is discussed in the eleven chapters of
this much-awaited book.  Rev. 5:9 comes to life as
Keen addresses God gathering worshippers from
“every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation.” The foreword by Dr. Raymond Barber
highly recommends the publication for every leader
in the local church.  $11.00 (plus shipping).

KIDS CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Involve the children in your church in a
missions project that will send the Word
of God around the world.  Many times
children are overlooked when churches
plan their programs for world evangel-
ism. Here a handy coin holder for kids
is provided to you free. Each coin fold-
er holds $5.00 in quarters and serves
as an easy way for children to send
Scriptures.  These are great for use in
Sunday School, Vacation Bible
School, and your Church Bus
Ministry.  They provide the opportu-
nity to Spread the Word Kids and to
be a part of all that God is doing in
our world today.

1-2-3-PRAY. Few realize that two minutes a
day can change the world. Use this handy monthly
prayer program to pray each day for three
unreached people groups residing in the 10/40
Window.  It’s as easy as 1,2,3…that’s one minute,
two times a day, for three groups. A brief profile of
each people group is included each month with the
guide.  Jesus said, “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he will send forth labourers…”(Matthew
9:38). The guides can be received via email. Sign up
online at www.firstbible.net.  Free.

Thinking Outside the Box.
This book will challenge you to
think biblically about missions
instead of according to traditional
missionary concepts. Over 5,000
copies were sold in its first year of
publication. Any church that wants
to begin to think “globally” about
missions needs to read this book.
This nine chapter publication has
a foreword written by Dr. Tom
Malone. Price $11.00 (plus ship-
ping).

Prayer Calendar. FirstBible International offers a prayer calendar that
has several unreached people groups to pray for each day of the year.
The calendar can be downloaded from www.firstbible.net. This is avail-
able at no cost to you.

Unpublished
WORD
This quarterly publi-
cation is receiving
unp receden t ed
acceptance and is
considered a valu-
able tool for fun-
damentalists when
shaping their mis-

sions program for local
churches. It not only informs, challenges and

motivates readers, but it is also on the “cutting edge”
of world evangelization in the 21st   century. One reader remarked,
“the current statistics published in each issue make it a must-have
reading for me.” Unpublished WORD Journal is offered free to pas-
tors, missionaries and full-time Christian workers as available to US
residents. Others may obtain the publication at the modest cost of
$20.00 per year.  Call 1-877-747-1611 to place your order.  It can
be downloaded free from the website: www.firstbible.net




