























Introduction

The prayer life of a believer is often considered a
ministry, yet the Bible never describes it this way. The
apostles of the first century made the distinction
between prayer and the ministry. They explained the
importance of these two aspects of the work of the Lord
when the growth of the church had begun to tax the
resources of those in leadership. They stated it this
way, “But we will give ourselves continually to prayer,
and to the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4). Prayer is a
function that is necessary if there is to be fruit in the
ministry of the Word. This element of spiritual life is
missing in many Christian’s lives and work for the Lord.
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by Jerry Rockwell

The Apostle Paul considered prayer a “labour”
(Col. 4:12). This may be why so many believers and
Christian leaders spend so little time in prayer.

John Hyde, missionary to India, understood the dis-
tinction between the ministry of the Word of God and
the importance of prayer. He was a missionary who
sought the power of God in his life and ministry and
labored at prayer that his labor in ministry be fruitful.
Yet, little is known about John Hyde and his work
except he is the man they called “Praying Hyde.” This
designation, given to him by the people to which he
ministered, characterizes his commitment to the work
of prayer.

The goal of this article is to tell some of the story of
John Hyde with the desire that the reader will become
burdened with the need for prayer in order that the
ministry might be fruitful. Please read the following
paragraphs with an attitude that you can become a
laborer in prayer as John Hyde and make a difference
in the lives of people who need the Lord. The convic-
tion of this writer is that the one missing element in the
lives of Christians and those serving the church is the
absence of an effective prayer life. Some have
described prayer as the “breath” of a spiritual person.
Thus, the absence of prayer in a Christian’s life would
overcome the spiritual emergency room with those who
need to be placed on a “respirator” for an infusion of
breath to survive. John Hyde considered prayer the
very life of his ministry and without prayer he would be
nothing more than an average missionary laboring on
the field.

Humble Beginnings

John Hyde entered this life November 9, 1865 in
Carrolton, lllinois. He grew up in the home of a pastor,
Rev. Smith Harris Hyde. There were three sons and
three daughters born to Rev. and Mrs. Hyde. The chil-
dren learned early in life the importance and results of
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prayer. They would often hear their father at the fami-
ly altar praying and interceding and often pleading
that the Lord would “...send forth labourers into his har-
vest” (Matthew 9:38). Three of the children would
respond to this prayer and call. John and his elder
brother Edmond would both attend seminary in prepa-
ration for the ministry. Edmond believed God wanted
him on the mission field but was not permitted to follow
this call because of his premature death. John consid-
ered it his duty to take his brother’s place.

Many consider the atmosphere at seminary the
very thing that prompted John to go to the mission
field. Twenty-six of the forty-six students graduating
with John were committed to the mission field.[1]

On to India

Immediately after graduation from seminary in
1892, John departed for India on October 15. John
had the goal of “shining as a great missionary”[2] and
mastering the Indian language. The trip to India was
not without turmoil of soul for the young missionary.
Two events occurred early in the ministry of John Hyde.
His goal was to be a “great missionary” and allow
nothing to stand in the way of that accomplishment.
On the voyage to India he was delivered a letter
addressed to him from a special friend of his father’s
who had aspired to go to the mission field but provi-
dence prohibited it. He had a great interest in John
and his work as a missionary. John opened the letter
and found the friend pledging to pray for him and stat-
ed, “I shall not cease praying for you, dear John, until
you are filled with the Holy Spirit.”[3I This disturbed the
young aspiring missionary who considered himself full
of the Holy Spirit, yet he loved the writer and respect-
ed him greatly even though he was uncomfortable with
the assessment. He debated the issue with himself for
several days and found himself “perfectly miser-
able.”[4l Finally, he asked the Lord in prayer to fill him
with the Holy Spirit and the matter was settled.

Another issue was not settled in his heart. Upon
arrival in India, he attended an open-air service con-
ducted by a fellow missionary. At the close of the serv-
ice, he was confronted with the question about sin in
his life. The question pierced his heart. He responded
by saying, “I realized what a dishonor it would be on
the Name of Christ, to have to confess that | was
preaching a Christ that had not delivered me from sin,
though | was proclaiming to others that He was a per-
fect Saviour.”[5] He went to his room and told the Lord
that he had to resolve the matter or return to the United
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States and seek some other work. After some lengthy
time in prayer, he gained victory over the sin in his life.

Learning to Pray

Few overestimate the importance of prayer. Early
in the ministry, John Hyde learned to pray. Others
began to see the importance of prayer in the life of this
“praying” missionary. John was asked how the Lord
had taught him this lesson of prayer and how to pray,
at times, all night. His answer was simple. He had
been asked to speak at a Bible school the next morn-
ing. He spent the night preparing a message to deliv-
er to the students. The next day it occurred to him that,
he had spent a whole night in preparation for a mes-
sage. Would it not be a better preparation to spend a
night in prayer, which would better prepare him for a
task such as this? He decided to spend a night in
prayer. His spiritual enjoyment was so great he decid-
ed to repeat the process. By 1899, he had mastered
the task of praying all night. His reasoning was always
logical and practical. His evaluation went like this:
“Early in the morning, four or five o’clock, or even ear-
lier, and late at night to twelve or one o’clock. In col-
lege or at parties at home, | used to keep such hours
for myself or pleasure, and can | not do as much for
God and souls?”[6]

Eventually others would join him in this endeavor.
This became a pattern in his life, which gained him the
reputation as a praying missionary. Doubtless the des-
ignation, “Praying Hyde” was appropriate. Few have
the commitment to prayer like John Hyde.

The Sailkot Revival

The leadership of the mission determined to con-
duct an annual conference in which they would devel-
op plans for the coming year and seek the Lord’s direc-
tion in these plans for the Punjab district. In addition,
they desired to encourage the spiritual life of all the
missionaries and the native church members. There
was also concern for the lack of results in the mission
of reaching the lost and they concluded that the life of
the church and its members was “below the Bible stan-
dard.”[7]

The Punjab Prayer Union was formed to develop a
foundation for the meetings. Those joining the Union
were asked to sign a commitment to the following
principles:

1. Are you praying for quickening in your own life, in
the life of your fellow workers, and in the Church?
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2. Are you longing for greater power of the Holy Spirit
in your own life and work, and are you convinced
that you cannot go on without this power?

3. Will you pray that you may not be ashamed of
Jesus?

4. Do you believe that prayer is the great means for
securing this spiritual awakening?

5. Will you set apart one-half hour each day as soon
after noon as possible to pray for this awakening,
and are you willing to pray till the awakening
comes? [8]

The meeting was planned in the city of Sailkot and
thirty days before the meeting was to commence, three
men became burdened to pray for this meeting.

They were John Hyde, R. McChenye Paterson and
George Turner. A “Prayer Room” was established as
an important part of the convention. John Hyde was
seldom on the platform or in the meetings, but he could
be found in the “prayer room” interceding for those
speaking and those listening. The following gives a
glimpse into the results. “’The audience was swayed,’
writes Emma Anderson who was present, ‘by the
power of the Spirit working through him. Time came to
close the meeting but in place of its closing the whole
congregation was swept onto its face before God.
Many cried for mercy and forgiveness. Often several
people would be praying at the same time. Awful sin
was confessed and one felt like covering the ears that
one might not hear. God forgave sin and covered it so
one could not remember afterward much that had
been said.’”

A Praying Soul Winner

It would be easy to accuse Brother Hyde of over
emphasis of the matter of prayer. He never allowed
prayer to interfere with his responsibility as a mission-
ary to reach the people to which God sent him. Soon
after the revival, which began in Sailkot, John Hyde
became burdened for the lost and began to ask God
for one soul to be saved each day. “This was for one
soul a day, not less, not inquirers simply, but a soul
saved, ready to confess Christ in public and be bap-
tized in His name.”za1 At the end of the year, more than
four hundred had come to Christ.

Many would have been satisfied but not Brother
Hyde. The next year he began to ask God for two souls
per day. The year concluded with over 800 souls
saved. This moved John to entreat God for four souls
per day. That year God began to use him all over India
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in conferences and meetings which saw a great out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit and hundreds saved.

John Hyde was just as committed to soul winning
as he was to prayer. One friend gave the following
account of his burden for the lost. He said, “As a per-
sonal worker he would engage a man in talk about his
salvation. By and by he would have his hands on the
man’s shoulder, be looking him very earnestly in the
eye. Soon he would get the man on his knees, con-
fessing his sins and seeking salvation.”[11]

Traveling Toward the End

In 1910 John had been called to preach a revival
in Calcutta. At the conclusion of the Sailkot Convention,
a friend noted he had a fever and was persuaded to
see a doctor. John Hyde had worked almost non-stop
except for a brief furlough to the states in 1902. The
doctor informed John he had the worst heart condition
he had ever seen. The doctor informed him if he did not
alter his lifestyle he could only survive at the most six
months. He had a decision - give up his life of interces-
sion and soul winning and live or continue and die. His
plea had always been “Give me India, or | die!” It was
determined that John would sail home, thus he depart-
ed on March 11, 1911. After making a stop in
England, he made his way to the United States arriving
on August I, 1911. He sought relief from severe
headaches which had plagued him for several years.
Upon examination, the doctors diagnosed him with a
malignant brain tumor. On February 17, 1912 the pain
became intense and suddenly his face became radiant
and he uttered his final words in the language of India,
“Shout the victory of Jesus Christ!” [

[1] Basil Miller, Praying Hyde (Greenville, SC: Ambassador Publications, 2000), p. 12.
[2] Ibid., p. 16.

[3] J. Pengwern Jones, “A Vessel unto Honour” cited in Praying Hyde: A Present day
Challenge to Prayer (Ashville: Revival Literature, nd) Edited by Captain E. G.
Carré, p. 72.

[4] Ibid., p. 73.

[5] Miller, pp. 18-19.

[6] Miller, p. 42.

[7] Francis McGaw, Praying Hyde (Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship, Inc, 1970), p. 23.
[8] Miller, p. 49.

[9] Ibid., pp. 63-64.

[10] bid., p. 45.

[11]bid., p. 46.
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here are situations we are forced into
T which may not be of our making but

still we are called upon to be a part of < " 4
the solution. There are many examples of that
in Scripture, such as helping the poor, pro- MuSllms, M lgg tﬁ
viding for the widow and fatherless, the
Good Samaritan, just to nhame a few. But the
major example would be the condition of the
lost in our world. We have not been directly
responsible for their “lostness” but because of
our knowledge of the gospel and Godis love
for them we have been charged with a
responsibility to bring solution to their plight.
We call that the Great Commission. Another
pressing example and connected to the
Great Commission is the Muslim issue we
find facing us, It cannot be over looked either
by politician or preacher. We may not have
been directly involved in causing the prob-
lems but we as Christians are called upon to
be a major player in its solution. Our contri-
bution may be as small as going through the
inconvenience of airport security or as large
as giving family members to be on the
ground in Iraq or Afghanistan but neither sat-
isfies our obligation. Our obligation lies in
the fact that the ultimate solution is theologi-
cal not in diplomacy or in military force,
though both are necessary and appreciated.

The goal of this article isn't to define your
contribution or convince you that you are to
have one, but to help us understand the problem
better and hence assist us in a right response.

Up front | want to say this war on terror
is a spiritual struggle and therefore the solu-
tions (if there are any) will in the end be the-
ological. We need to deal with the spiritual
problems in this war on terrorism. | am nei-
ther a pacifist, nor a racist and the Bible
reveals God to be neither either. We must
admit that military and diplomatic efforts are
necessary steps toward resolution and we
should both back those efforts and certainly
appreciate the price many are paying even
with life and limb. But at the same time we
can’t overlook the church is a major player in
the ultimate victory in the war and it cannot
be AWOL at this time. | suggest that if it is

A Sermon by Dr. Mike Norris
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ns and Military

God’s goal for us to win, it isn’t so we can
dominate these people. Win so with the vic-
tory we can have access to this large seg-
ment of society where at present we are not
effective as witnesses of the gospel and to lib-
erate them from the prince of the power of
darkness.

The Muslims world of 65 nations residing
in the 10740 window, represent a large part
of the 3.2 billion without a church, Bible or
gospel and would be among those classified
as unreached or unengaged. | suggest the
deepest reason to liberate them isnit so we
can introduce into their culture a new form of
Government, democracy, but, introduce, to
these people whom God loves, a new (to
them) Father God and His Son the dear Lord
Jesus.

The reasons we need to see the spiritual ele-
ment in this warfare are:

Because of the Bible example. We see in
the life of Job both a surface war and an
unseen battle raging in the invisible realm
between God and Satan. We see the same
principle in the Jerusalem church which was
suffering persecution that had its roots in
unseen satanic activity. Paul reminds us of the
spiritual nature of the contest we often find
ourselves in when he tells us we fight not
against flesh and blood but against princi-
palities and powers and rulers of darkness.
Certainly we are all familiar with the wars in
the book of Revelation between God and
Satan. So it is in this war on terrorism. |
believe the surface problem in the Islamic
nations with us may be our differing choices
of government and politics. But the subsur-
face irritants are, 1) Our pro-Israelite position
and 2) The fact we are a Christian nation.
Add to the fact both Islam and Christianity
are religions of differing book that required a
different conduct out of its followers as well
as calling for different worship objects
(God/Allah, Jesus/Mohammed). This makes
it even clearer of the spiritual nature of
the war (though we realize the average
Muslim is not necessarily involved in
anti-Americanism and we realize many
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Americans are neither Christian or
followers of the Bible.

We see a great difference in
the Qur’an when compared with
the Bible. The Bible presents a
strategy of solution when conflict
arise which is rooted in love.
Turn the other cheek, go to your
brother, leave your gift at the altar,
and forgive seventy times seven,
turn the other cheek, etc. The Bible not only requires
this attitude of love and forgiveness but we have Bible
examples of this in the life of Jesus, “Father forgive
them for they know not what they do,*“ Stephen, “Lord
lay not this sin to their charge,” and Paul “all men for-
sook me, | pray God it may not be laid to their
charge.” | am not suggesting as a pacifist would that
this non-aggressive response is the only response we
are to have against our combatants. Jesus made a
whip and cleansed the Temple and we are told in
Revelation that some hid from the wrath of the Lamb.
But | am suggesting a graceful approach should be our
initial response (we could liken this initial approach to
our diplomatic efforts). And even if war becomes nec-
essary, its goal should be so the gospels will be able
to later penetrate those we are fighting. | remind you
the church survived Romeis hard heeled domination
because of its gospel preaching, presentation and pen-
etration. Look at more modern day examples of
Germany, Philippines, South Korea and Japan and
how war opened up those countries to the missionary
and his gospel. The church and gospel survived
Communism, Marxism, Facism and it will survive
Mohammedism. | am not naive enough to believe the
goals are those of the politicians are spiritual in nature,
but | am wise enough to believe it should be the goals
of the Christian and preacher as they pray and plan
for a time when the war is over. The Qur‘an’s solution
to conflict is rooted in violence, Jihad, and hate. The
Qur’an calls for forced surrender that justifies their mil-
itary actions even to terrorism and Jihad. Qur’an 4:14-
16, 8:38-40, 9:29-32. We present the gospel as our
weapon of change not guns and even if guns are nec-
essary we have the gospel in our cash of weapons for
later. Our choice of conquest is not violence but the vic-
tory of Jesus over death, hell and the grave.

Muslims and Christian beliefs also differ in their
attitude toward their followers and their liberty to aban-
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“The Qur'an’s solution to
conflict is rooted in vio-
lence, Jihad, and hate. The
Qur'an calls for forced
surrender that justifies
their military actions even
to terrorism and Jihad.”
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don Islam. In the Qur'an 9-11-12
it says to fight against those who
violate their oath. Al-Bukhari, their
leading theologian interprets this
to mean “Any person, i.e.:
Muslim, who has changed their
religion - kill him.” Al-Bukhari 9,
p45. This is a far cry from Jesus
attitude toward those who chose
to disassociate themselves from
Him though once followers. The example would be
John 6:67 “Will ye also go away?” obviously they
could make then choice to leave as well as to stay. Our
coming to Him is willful. “He that commeth to me |
shall in no wise cast out.” Our staying with Him is a
choice can we make as well without fear of immediate
reprisal. Our will is respected in either decision though
the choice to leave Him is obviously a wrong one. The
Bible is full of men who quit on Jesus and they weren’t
killed but welcomed back. Peter went back, denied the
Lord but in Mark 16 he is reminded that he is welcome
back. John Mark went back and later Paul said bring
John Mark for he is profitable to me. In fact at one time
all the apostles went back from following Jesus and
they were allowed to return. What an elevated way to
honor the individuality of man compared to the Islamic
way of force and threat. Thank God for grace. Of
course this hard position by the Muslims toward those
who desert the Islamic faith makes evangelism among
them extremely difficult and our “easy believism” evan-
gelism will have no place in effort to convert them.
We must realize Islam is a missionary religion as is
Christianity. (Just as many world religions are not reli-
gions of a book, it is also true most religions are not
missionary in concept.) The calls upon their followers
to make of the nations, Qur’an 16:125, “Call men to
the path of your Lord” Qur’an 2:143 “Witness to the
nations” those verses to the Muslim are what Matt.
28:18 is to the Christian, “Go ye therefore and teach
all nations” (the Great Commission). Is also seen in
Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20 and Acts 1:8. In their effort
to win the nations, Muslims spend huge sums of money
on literature, building mosques, and penetration of
American culture through our schools and prisons sys-
tems and through our freedom of religious doctrines.
They are making inroads with their religion because
they have a higher level of dedication than the aver-
age Christian has as reflected in their willingness to

—h—



UWSpri ng/ Sunmer 2006. gx 6/20/06 8:34 PM Page 15 $

spend huge amounts of funds,
keep a singleness of purpose
before them, and to see the value
of cells being planted in the for-
eign cultures they are attempting
to overthrow. These approaches
by the Muslims to the Islamic faith
are Christian concepts with a
Bible base. The difference is in the
degree of implementation and
dedication they approach their
assignment with compared to how
we approach ours. Many of them
are willing to die. We need to be willing to die to self.
They spend huge amounts of money on their effort to
reach the nations who are as yet non-Islamic and we
give 99.8 % of our mission's dollar to the nations who
are already reached with the gospel and only .2 of
1% to the unreached. They have singleness of pur-
pose, but we have so diversified our ministry efforts
that 3.2 billion of the world remains unreached and
we are without a strategy to change that. They plant
cells and from those cells provide personnel from with-
in the culture who carry out their purposes; we have
abandoned church (cell) planting in favor of church
growth. They have extensive discipleship training; we
have forgotten discipleship is part our Great
Commission

They hold Jesus in a high view, even in some cases
above Mohammed. For instance they believe Jesus is
sinless, Qur'an 19:19 where as Mohammed was not
Quran 36:27, 40:55, 47:19, 48:2. They do not
believe in Jesus’ deity, virgin birth or resurrection or
the Trinity. They teach Allah has the power to
save poor helpless sinners but there is a glar-
ing absence in the Qur’an that he is will-
ing to do so. Where as our God is
both powerful enough and willing, 2
Peter 3:9. The Qur’an says Allah
only loves the righteous, Qur’an
3:76 and not the sinner, Qur’an
4:107. How different the God of ',
the Bible, Romans 5:10. God S
loves sinners, John 3:16 and in
Matthew 5 we are told He loves
His enemies.

What should be our E—
response? One of great optimism s —
because | have read the back of 1Ty

mands us to

He died for

-

“God loves them and com-
they like us are in His image;

mands us to be sure they get
the message; and He wants to
be glorified by them eternal-
ly as well by us. There is a
place for them in Heaven”

=

the Book, we win! | also read in
Matt. 16:18 the gates of hell
shall not prevail against the
church. Because of their zeal and
press coverage we are tempted
to believe we are being swal-
lowed up by them when in fact in
our nation of almost 300 million
there is only about 4 million
American Muslims. Add to that
the number of nominal Christian
immigrants coming into the US
from the Latino countries. The
amount of Christians coming in is overwhelming in
comparison to the Muslim immigrants into the USA.

What should our response be? Military? Yes.
Diplomatic? Yes. Spiritual? Definitely! Each of the
afore mentioned have a contribution toward victory.
Ours at this time would be prayer, preaching on the
necessity of holiness and keeping the church with a
worldview. In summary let's not forget: God loves
them and commands us to love them too; they like us
are in His image; He died for them and commands
us to be sure they get the message; and He wants to
be glorified by them eternally as well by us. There is
a place for them in Heaven. We may be experienc-
ing our problems with the Muslim world, in part
because of our lack of missionary effort toward them
and a correction of that should be part of our exit
strategy. We should have a methodical prayer life
that reaches the Islamic population; a strategy of
going and a program for giving. [J

love them too:

them and com-
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Someone once stated that you will be the same person you
are today ten years from now except for the books that you
read and the people that you meet. There is some truth in this
statement. The Pastors Book Club is designed to do three
things: Give book reviews from the staff of the UW Journal,
recommend good books on the subject of missions, and pro-
vide a convenient way for pastors to purchase these books
at reasonable prices. FirstBible International and the UW
Journal do not necessarily endorse any author, ministry, or
organization associated with books recommended for sale.
The books are offered as a source of information and
encouragement.

Recommended Books For Sale

The books below can be purchased by calling the toll free number for Keen Publications at
1-888-747-1611. Please note that shipping and handling is not included in the prices listed belowv.

Title Author Price Publisher

From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya..........cceeeeeeeeeeeieeennennns Ruth A. Tucker .................. $32.99........ Zondervan Publishing
A Concise History of the Christian World Mission.....Herbert J. Kane .................. 20.00........ Baker Books

Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret ...............cceeeeeeennn. Dr. Howard Taylor ................ 6.99........ Moody Press

Lords of the Earth ..........cccvveeeeeiiiiiiiiiiceeiee Don Richardson .................... 8.49........ YWAM Publishers

AL WL TOZEN i David J. Fant, Jr. ......occvveeeen. 9.99........ Christian Publishers

Missions in the Old Testament..........cccccovvvvveeeeeeennn. Walter C. Kaiser, r............. 11.99........ Baker Books

The Attributes of God, 2 VOIUMES ..........covvviveeeeeennn. AL W. TOZEN ..o 13.99........ Christian Publications

The Pursuit of GOd..........ovvieiiiiiiiiiiieeiiiieeeee e AL W. TOZEN ..o 13.99........ Christian Publications

Amy Carmichael of Dohnavur...........cccceeeeeeiiiiinnnnne Frank L. Houghton............... 12.99........ Christian Literature Crusade

C. T. Studd, Cricketer & Pioneer...........cccccovvvuvvveneen. Norman Grubb................... 17.98........ Christian Literature Crusade
Global Missiology for the 21st Century.............ccc.... William Taylor .........ccceennn. 40.00........ World Evangelism Press (YWAM)
Key to Missionary Problems..............cevveevveeiveennennnns Andrew Murray ..............eeo.. 8.99........ Christian Literature Crusade
Missionary Methods, St Paul’s or Ours..................... Roland Allen ...................... 14.00........ Eerdmans

The Life of St. Paul.......ccooeeiiieiiiiieeeeceee James Stalker.............uvvvenns 15.99........ Zondervan Publishing

Missions in the Third Millennium ............................. Stan Guthrie....................... 17.99........ Send the Light

SPIFtUAl SECTELS ..vvvvvvvvrrviiriiiiiiriieerreeeereeeeeeereereeaeees Hudson Taylor .........ccccceuenee 6.99........ Moody Publishers

Training of the TWelVe ........oooeveeeiiieiecee A. B. BIUCE ....vvvvvvrevvriiiinns 19.99........ Kregel Publications

Power Through Prayer............eeeeeveeeveeeveeeeeeeeeeeeennnns E. M. Bounds ............ccceeen.. 4.00........ Missionary Crusader

The Prayer-Shaped DisCiple .......ccoeevveeiiiiiiiinns Dan Crawford .................... 17.95........ Hendrickson Publishers

Run With The Vision ........cccovvviiiiiieeiiiiiciiee e, Stearns .......vveeeveeeereeiiinnnn 14.99........ Bethany House Publishers (Baker)
Operation WOrld............ovveiieeiiieiieiiieiiieiieeiieeiieneens JOhNStONE ...vvvvvvvieiiieiieiis 17.99........ Send The Light

He IS WOrthy .....oooooeiiii Charles Keen...................... 11.00........ Keen Publications

Thinking Outside the BOX ......cccceveeevieeiiicine Charles Keen...................... 11.00........ Keen Publications

The following is a list we recommend but not available for order, these may be found through used book dealers or on the internet.

The Hope at Hand: National and World Revival

for the 218t CENMUIY......vvviiieiiiiiieeee e David Bryant................ out of print........ Baker Books
Territorial Spirits and World Evangelization............... Chuck Lowe................. out of print........ Mentor/ OMF
Praying Hyde: Apostle of Prayer ............ccccoeeuvvneene. E. G. Carr, Ed.............. out of print........ Bridge-Logos
Praying Hyde..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Basil Miller .................. out of print........ Ambassador-Emerald
PIAYE .. O. Hallshy................... out of print........ Augsburg
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The Librarian’s Choice

THE TRAINING
OF THE TWELVE
by A. B. Bruce
Kregel Books

A.B. Bruce (1831-1891) is rec-
ognized as one of the most distin-
guished and thorough scholars of =+
his day in the area of discipleship. !
He pastored from 1859 to 1875 and then lec-
tured on both sides of the Atlantic as well as being
a college professor in theology, apologetics and
New Testament exegesis.

This is, in my opinion, the most exhaustive,
insightful and orderly study on discipleship in print
today. Many good books have been written since
this one on the subject of discipleship, but most
are rooted in this one by Bruce. This book is a
classic in the purest sense, a timeless volume that

£4"Landmark's
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deals with the core of world evangelism - making
disciples. The strength of the book is that Bruce
shows us how Jesus, the Master Discipler, made
disciples.

This is not light reading, but it is a must read
for the man who is serious about winning men and
then training them to be winners of men. The
Great Commission is not given so we can/will
make decisions but so we can/will make disci-
ples. No one is better at unearthing hidden
nuggets on leadership from twelve of the world’s
greatest leaders than Bruce; he shows us how men
of like passion who are filled with the Holy Spirit
can turn the world upside down. They truly were
ordinary men who lived extraordinary lives.
Leadership is allowing God to develop your God
given talents and then being filled with the Holy
Spirit as you implement them in your area of
ministry.

This classic book can be purchased from our
book club. | recommend you do it now.
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our readers would be encouraged once they are aware.

April 2005. Painter was in contact with the

Prime Minister of Mongolia, Elbegdorj
Tsahkia. Knowing of Dr. Keen’s burden for the
Scriptures being made available to the unreached
(especially in the 10/40 Window), Mr. Painter
asked me if he would be interested in a ministry
effort in Mongolia. Within God’s providence, Dr.
Keen was working at that time with Rev. Mickey
Cofer, missionary in Mongolia, in a fund raising
program for his son who had been injured in a
riding accident.

What followed was an opportunity for us to visit
the Cofers in Mongolia. Our delegation also consist-
ed of other men burdened for this part of the world:
Rev. John Harrison, Mr. Tom Murray and Robert
Painter. During this trip, we had a private lunch with
the Prime Minister, who had led the revolution against
Communism in 1986 resulting in Mongolia’s democ-
racy. He is Harvard graduate and though a nominal
Buddhist, he has read the New Testament. He
pledged his support for our vision of basing a Bible
printing ministry in Mongolia.

D r. Keen met Mr. Robert Painter, an attorney, in

]
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MONGOLIA

Project Nearing Completion

by Shane Skelton

Even though the Unpublished WORD Journal is owned and published by FirstBible International and edited by Dr. Charles
Keen, it has never been the goal of the periodical to promote the ministry of FirstBible International. The goal of the
Journal has been much broader and wider to inform and inspire fundamental Baptists to a greater global vision and
engagement of the unreached in our world. However, ocecasionally a project of significance surfaces about which we feel

Among the significant infor-
mation that surfaced on the trip
was to learn that the country
was in a state of flux both polit-
ically and religiously. The |
Mongolian people were trou-
bled with their governmental
future as well as being dissatis-
fied with their religious posture.
As a result, many were looking
for answers they were not finding in Buddhism.

Additionally, religious freedom among the 2.4
million people there was flourishing. Add to this the
fact that many fundamental missionaries were being
allowed residence and ministry, and God seemed to
be leading us to launch a printing ministry. We also
discovered that there were seven million Mongolian
speakers in the border countries of China and
Russia, and it appeared that Mongolia would be
one of the easier places for crossing borders to dis-
tribute Scriptures in these two international powers.

We met with Pamela J.H. Slutz, U.S.
Ambassador to Mongolia. She encouraged us to

18. Unpublished WORD
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open an office for FirstBible in Mongolia. Our
research surfaced a large continuum of American busi-
nesses locating in Mongolia for the purpose of making
profit while at the same time expanding the economy.
Many were major companies with great financial
strength.

Now, for the project and what God has done and
is doing. FirstBible International has established an
office and is a recognized business with all the export,
import and visa granting privileges of other recog-
nized organizations. A project team has been formed.
Missionary Mickey Cofer with Missionary Martin
White as assistant are serving as coordinators in
Mongolia. | have the privilege of serving as FirstBible’s
stateside Mongolian director. A printing press has
been purchased and shipped and a building secured
in Mongolia. A translation team has been enlisted in
cooperation with Trinitarian Bible Society and in part-
nership with Rev. Bill Patterson of Mount Abarim

Crown College is a distinctive Baptist college
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Mission International. Over $100,000 has been
raised and two forty-foot sea containers of equipment
and supplies shipped. To God be the glory!

Moving into the second phase of this project brings
the challenge of continued shipping costs for import-
ing, operating costs, and paper supply. The Gospel of
John has been translated and we are working on a
complete New Testament. Our immediate vision is to
print a gospel for as many as 500,000 family units in
Mongolia.

A return trip is scheduled for October 2006 for the
dedication of FirstBible International-Mongolia at
which time Prime Minister Tsahkia and our U.S.
Ambassador will be presented a copy of the first run of
the first edition of John’s Gospel. You are invited to go
on this inaugural trip and be a part of this historic day.
Contact the offices of FirstBible for details. Please join
us in prayer as God continues to open doors to us and
we trust Him to do a great work for His glory. [
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Translation Terms

Ancient Versions: For example, the Septuagint,
Peshitta, Coptic (Sahidic or Thebaic, and
Bohairic), Ethiopic, OId Latin (Vetus lItala), and
Vulgate, produced in the first few centuries of the
Christian era.

Apographs: Copies of the original and
inspired manuscripts. The Trinitarian Bible Society
(following the Traditional Text of the Protestant
Church) regards the Masoretic Hebrew and Greek
Received texts as the best representatives of the
Autographs.

Autographs: The original Hebrew and Greek
manuscripts written by the inspired writers, which
are now unavailable.

Byzantine: The Byzantine era is 312-1453
A.D. The texts produced by Erasmus, Beza, etc.,
which in time became known as forms of the
Received Text, were to a very great extent derived
from the Byzantine family.

Complutensian Polyglot: The Polyglot Bible,
conceived in 1502 by Francisco Ximenes de
Cisneros (1437-1517) and produced at Alcala
(Latin: Complutum) in Spain, was an edition in
which the Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, and Latin
Vulgate texts appeared side by side. The fifth of
the six volumes contained the text of the New
Testament in Greek, and a Greek glossary with
Latin equivalents. This was printed in 1514 (as the
first printed Greek New Testament), but the
Polyglot was not actually published until 1520
and then not generally circulated until 1522.

Critical texts: Texts constructed without ade-
quate regard to the historical place given to man-
uscripts and particular readings within the Church
of God and relying on a few old, but nevertheless
unrepresentative, manuscripts and readings which
have lain in obscurity for many centuries. Critical
texts are such as the Westcott/Hort or
Nestle/Aland texts, both of which rely heavily
upon Codex Sinaiticus, Aleph -01 (4th cent.) and
Codex Vaticanus, B-03 (4th cent.).

Dynamic equivalence: The principle of trans-
lation that attempts to recreate on the reader of the
receptor language the impact the original text had
on the original recipients, without being bound lit-
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erally to reproduce the words as nearly as possi-
ble. The translator then assumes the role of inter-
preter, to determine the thought intended in the
original. (This often results in an interpretative par-
aphrase that has little or no relationship to the
original language text.) While all translations may
need to employ dynamic equivalence to a limited
extent, FirstBible International rejects the extensive
and unnecessary use of this method of translation.

‘Ecclesiastically transmitted’:  Scripture
adopted (i.e. recognized and acknowledged) and
preserved by the Church as the true and authentic
text, as was the Hebrew Old Testament text used
in the synagogues of our Lord’s time (and later pre-
served by the Masoretes) and the Greek New
Testament text, acknowledged by the Greek
Church throughout the Byzantine period (312-
1453 AD), and long after, and preserved in the
overwhelming majority of existing Greek manu-
scripts. The printed editions of the Greek text,
commencing with Erasmus in 1516, although
based on a relatively small group of available
manuscripts, have been found faithfully to reflect
the great majority of these manuscripts. Erasmus’
first edition included, in a few cases, readings
from the Latin Vulgate. This was largely due to the
fact that some of the Greek manuscripts available
to him were incomplete (e.g. his manuscript of
Revelation was missing its last six verses). In
Erasmus’ fourth edition in 1527, however, he
made use of the Complutesian Polyglot which con-
tained an edition of the Greek text based on a
number of other Greek manuscripts and, in the
light of the Complutesian, his Greek New
Testament was thoroughly revised. However, a
few readings taken from the Latin, for which there
are now no extant Greek manuscripts, have
always been included in the various printed edi-
tions of the Received Text.

Eclectic: By definition, ‘selecting what is consid-
ered best from various sources,’ but in practice, it
usually means heavy dependence on Aleph and
B. The differences between the Critical texts and
the Eclectic texts are based very largely on
nothing more that the editor’s subjective
considerations.

continued on next page
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Extant Copies: Copies of the Greek manuscripts
that have survived until the present time.
Although the extent copies are of various ages,
completeness and accuracy, the great majority of
them (over 90%) agree with the traditional form of
the New Testament found in the printed editions of
the Received Text.

Formal equivalence: The Principle of transla-
tion that accepts every word of Holy Scripture as
being of divine origin and therefore takes into
account every word in the original language to
ensure that as far as possible the grammar, the
form, the vocabulary and the syntax of the
Hebrew and Greek are followed in the translation
(‘As literal as possible, as free as necessary’).
The Society believes this is the only acceptable
method of translation.

Infallible/Inerrant: The word ‘infallible’
means ‘not liable to prove false, erroneous, or mis-
taken,” while ‘inerrant’ means ‘free from error’ or
‘unerring’. Historically, Protestant theologians
have used the former term to affirm that Scripture
is absolutely truthful and trustworthy. The words
apply, in the first instance, to the Autographs, and
then to the true Text providentially preserved with-
in the Masoretic Hebrew and Greek received
Texts. In modern usage the terms are often used
interchangeably, both declaring that God’s written
Word is wholly and completely true.

Inspired: The Greek is theopneustos, ‘breathed
out from God’ (2 Timothy 3:16). Scripture is of
Divine origin and authorship, the product of the
Divine breath. Inspiration is ‘plenary’ (from the
Latin, plenus, meaning ‘full’), which signifies that
inspiration is complete and entire, so that the
Scripture as a whole is the Word of God (‘all scrip-
ture’). Inspiration is also ‘verbal’ (from the Latin,
verbum, meaning ‘word’), which signifies that the
very words of Scripture are God-given, ensuring
that His Truth has been correctly and properly
communicated. ‘I...will put my words in his
mouth” (Deuteronomy 18:18; cf. 2 Samuel
23:1,2). ‘And he said unto me, Write: for these
words are true and faithful’ (Revelation 21:5; cf.
Jeremiah 30:2).

Majority Text: A text based on the majority of
manuscript witnesses. The Greek New Testament
According to the Majority Text, edited by Zane C.
Hodges and Arthur L. Farstad (1982), is a modern
example of the Majority Text. Although close to the
Received Text, there are a number of differences

UWSpri ng/ Summrer 2006. gqx 6/27/06 10:42 PM Page 21 $

and some of these are significant (e.g. John 7:53-
8:11; Acts 8:36,37). Furthermore, as no detailed
collation of all surviving manuscripts has taken
place, the exact majority text cannot yet be deter-
mined; and even if one day that became possible,
the resultant text could only be provisional and ten-
tative, because the discovery of further manu-
scripts might change minority readings to majority
readings, or vice versa. The doctrine of providen-
tial preservation, however, teaches that the
Church is — and always has been - in possession
of the true text of Scripture.

Manuscripts: Originally written on papyrus or
vellum. The Greek manuscripts are divided into
those known as Uncials, written in capital letters,
and Minuscules or Cursives, written in small,
joined handwriting.

Masoretic: From the Hebrew, masorah, trans-
mission. The Masoretes (Jewish scholars and
scribes) were active from 500 AD (some think
much earlier) to about 2000 AD and it was their
purpose to hand on the Hebrew Text of the Old
Testament as they had received it. One Masoretic
text was edited by Jacob ben Chayyim for the sec-
ond rabbinic Bible published by Daniel Bomberg
in Venice in 1524-25. This is the text underlying
the Authorized Version.

Old Latin: The Old Latin translation was under-
taken considerably before that of the Latin Vulgate
so closely associated with Jerome (c. 342-420).
The OlIld Testament was translated from the
Septuagint, the New was one of the earliest trans-
lations of the Greek (quoted by Tertullian [d. c.
220] and Cyprian [d. c. 258]). It is available
only in fragments today.

Providential Preservation: See Westminster
Confession of Faith, 1:8 — ‘The Old Testament in
Hebrew (which was the native language of the
people of God of old), and the New Testament in
Greek (which at the time of the writing of it was
most generally known to the nations), being imme-
diately inspired by God, and by his singular care
and providence kept pure in all ages, are there-
fore authenticable (Matthew 5:18)...” As taught in
Psalm 117:2 and Matthew 24:35, etc., God has
preserved His Word through the ages. The pro-
fessing people of God under the Old and New
Testaments have been His instruments in its preser-
vation (Psalm 147:19,20; Romans 3:2).

continued on next page
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Received Text: The Byzantine text was the text
underlying the earliest printed editions of the New
Testament. The various editions of the Received
Text, or Textus Receptus, of the sixteenth and sev-
enteenth centuries represented (with a few very
minor differences) the Byzantine Text-type.
Erasmus edited five editions of the New Testament
text from 1516 to 1535, and others were pro-
duced by Estienne (the Latin form of his name is
Stephanus), Beza, and Bonaventure and Abraham
Elzevir. The phrase ‘received Text’ comes from the
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Textus Receptus: See Received Text.

Translations: The rendering of the Hebrew and
Greek Scriptures in other languages which, when
accurate, are to be received as the Word of God.

“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it
shall accomplish that which | please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto | sent it.”

Preface to Elzevirs’ second edition (1633). This
title has been used over the centuries to classify all
the printed editions of the Greek text of the same
provenance.

l[saiah 55:11

Scripture Distribution Report 2003

World Distribution of Scriptures by Bible Societies
January - December 2003

Bibles Testaments Portions NR Portions Selections NR Selections
Africa 2,926,996 540,247 1,306,494 1,175,132 7,468,076 596,281
Americas 8,234,874 5,106,420 5,502,887 5,354,194 251,018,783 25,636,140
Asia-Pacific 8,000,438 5,811,500 5,378,306 3,121,929 80,363,520 3,139,548
Europe/ 2,244,068 2,985,949 3,262,759 528,676 1,812,417 223,657
Middle East
Total (2003) 21,406,376 14,444,116 15,450,446 10,179,931 340,662,796 29,597,626
This year as 85.8% 64.0% 74.5% 79.1% 74.6% 72.8%
a % of last
year
Bible Fact:

The United Bible Societies’ figures reveal that 25% fewer Bibles were distributed in 2003 than in 2002.
Some 432 million Bibles, New Testaments, Scripture portions and selections were distributed in 2003.
That figure was 578 million the previous year.
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FirstBible International has several valuable
resources that will aid the pastor and church to
mobilize their people for missions. Some of these
come at no cost and will be shipped free of
charge. If any of the items below are needed, you
may order them online at www.firsthible.net.

IMTERMATIOMAL
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prayer program to pray each day for three P— -
unreached people groups residing in the 10/40
Window. |It’s as easy as 1,2,3...that’s one minute,
two times a day, for three groups. A brief profile of
each people group is included each month with the
guide. Jesus said, “Pray ye the Lord of the harvest,
that he will send forth labourers...”(Matthew 9:38).
The guides can be received via email. Sign up online
at www.firstbible.net. Free.

Unpublished
WORD
This quarterly publi-
cation is receiving
unprecedented
acceptance and is
considered a valu-
able tool for fun-
damentalists when
shaping their mis-
sions program for local
churches. It not only informs, challenges and
motivates readers, but it is also on the “cutting edge”
of world evangelization in the 21st century. One reader remarked,
“the current statistics published in each issue make it a musthave
reading for me.” Unpublished WORD Journal is offered free to pas-
tors, missionaries and fulltime Christian workers as available to US
residents. Others may obtain the publication at the modest cost of
$20.00 per year. Call 1-888-747-1611 to place your order. It can
be downloaded free from the website: www.firstbible.net
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Prayer Calendar FlrstB:bIe Internatlonal offers a prayer calendar that
has several unreached people groups to pray for each day of the year.
The calendar can be downloaded from www.firstbible.net. This is avail-
able at no cost to you.

KIDS CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Involve the children in your church in a

missions project that will send the Word

of God around the world. Many times .~ Can Dﬂ_[tr
children are overlooked when churches
plan their programs for world evangel-
ism. Here a handy coin holder for kids
is provided to you free. Each coin fold-
er holds $5.00 in quarters and serves
as an easy way for children to send *
Scriptures. These are great for use in "
Sunday School, Vacation Bible
School, and your Church Bus
Ministry. They provide the opportu-

nity to Spread the Word Kids and to

be a part of all that God is doing in

our world today.

He is Worthy

He Is Worthy - Dr. Keen has published his sec-
ond book on his most passionate subject...mis-
sions. Entitled, He is Worthy, the book is a compi-
lation of notes, readings, and messages and is writ-
ten for both pastors and laymen. Published in
paper-back form, He is Worthy addresses the ulti-
mate reason for doing missions...the glory of God.
Everything from the Great Commission to personal
responsibility is discussed in the eleven chapters of
this much-awaited book. Rev. 5:9 comes to life as
Keen addresses God gathering worshippers from
“every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation.” The foreword by Dr. Raymond Barber
highly recommends the publication for every leader
in the local church. $11.00 (plus shipping).
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Thinking Outside the Box.
This book will challenge you to
think biblically about missions
instead of according to traditional
missionary concepts. Over 5,000
copies were sold in its first year of
publication. Any church that wants
to begin to think “globally” about
missions needs to read this book.
This nine chapter publication has
a foreword written by Dr. Tom
Malone. Price $11.00 (plus ship-
ping).
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Let's Spread The Word!

Newly Released Christian School,
VBS, Sunday School Program

Here’s a program that will not only involve the
students in your Christian school, VBS, and
Sunday School in an exciting competitive
way...but it will get them personally engaged in
spreading the Word of God. You Can Do It! Let’s
Spread The Word! is designed to capture the
interest of kids and launch them into something
strategic and meaningful.

With colorful tools such as posters, stickers, coin
folders, and brochures, the program is easy to
promote and implement. Just imagine your kids
over a specific 30-day period putting stickers on
the poster for every country in the 10/40
Window...and being excited about it while
challenging each other in a fun way.

Each coin folder holds $5.00 in quarters
and when filled can provide a Bible (or in
some cases Scripture portions) to some-
one who has never had a copy of
God’s Word. Children get excited

about giving a Bible to someone on

the other side of the world who has

never had one.

: nﬁﬂ
o Let’s Spread
S the Word!

| I
LR

[ ..'_‘I-

Order your materials g@lgs[-Tantels E\VATaR[p]=
today by calling for a new year at your

1-586-566-3825 Christian school!
or order online at

www.firstbible.net.
They are free!
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3720 West 4th Street
Mansfield, OH 44903

A Fundamental Approach
to the 10/40 Window





